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Ghofts,  Spirits  or  Sped  res  ; 


consisting  of 

Variety  of  remarkable  Stories  of  Apparitions, 
attefted  by  People  (of  undoubted  Veracity. 


By  a  C  L  E  R  G  Y  M  A  N. 


«5-  Containing  among  others,  an  account  of  ah  appari¬ 
tion,  communicated  by  Sir  Charles  Lee  to'  the 
Lord  Bdhop  of  Glouceiler.  Another  from  the 
learned  Dr.  flaac  Walton.  Alfo  the  apparition  of  Sir 
Weorge  V  ilhers,  relat  ng  to  the  murder  of  the  Duke 

of  Buckingham,  extracted  from  Loid  Clarendon’s 
iiiitoiy.  », 
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Stories  of  Ghofts  and  Apparitions  deferve  to  be  taken 
notice  of,  as  they  contain  a  moil  certain  proof  of  the 
immortality  of  the  Soul.” 
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TRODUCTION 


APerfon  who  looks  upon  the  ftories  of 
ghofts  and  ipeclrcs  as  fabulous,  mu  ft, 
I  think,  be  an  athieft  or  a  deiftj  for,  not 
only  tne  hiftorians,  to  whom  we  may  join 
the  poets,  and  divines ;  but  likewile  the 
philolophers  or  antiquity  have  favoured 
this  opinon.  Lucretius  himfelf,  though  by 
the  courle  of  his  philofophy,  he  was  obliged 
to  maintain,  that  the  loul  did  not  exift,  le- 
parate  from  the  body,  makes  no  doubt  of 
the  reality  of  apparitions,  and  that  men 
have  very  often  appeared  after  their  death  : 
he  was  fo  preffed  with  the  matter1  of  fad, 
which  he  could  not  havethe  confidence  to  deny 
that  he  was  forced  to  account  for  it  by  one 

of  the  moft  abfurd,  unphilofophical  notions 
that  ever  was  ftarted. 

He  tells  us,  that  the  furfaces  of  all  bodies 
aie  perpetually  flying  oft  from  their  relpec- 
tive  bodies,  one  after  another ;  and  that 
thefe  furfaces,  or  thin  cafes,  that  included 
each  other  j  whilft  they  were  joined  in  the 
body,  like  the  coats  of  an  onion,  are  lome- 
times  feen  entire  when  they  are  feparated 
from  it  j  by  which  means  we  often  behold 
the  fhapes  and  fliadows  of  perfons,  who  are 
either  dead,  or  abfent.  Monftroully  ab- 


If  any  man  lh  all  think  thefe  fails  incre¬ 
dible,  which  I  am  going  to  relate,  let  him 
enjoy  his  own  Opinion  to  himfelf,  but  let 
him  not  endeavour  to  diflurb  the  belief  of 
others,  who,  by  inftances  of  this  nature, 
are  excited  to  the  ftudy  of  virtue ;  and  to 
avoid  that  rock  on  which  my  bark  is  fplit. 

However  atheifts,  deifts,  and  free-thin¬ 
kers,  may  ridicule  the  notion  of  ghofls  and 
apparitions  ,  every  true  believer  of  the 
chriftian  religion,  cannot  doubt  the  reality 
of  fuch  appearances ;  as  the  holy  fcriptures 
abound  with  authorities  in  fupport  of  them  ; 
nor  indeed,  is  prophane  hiftory  lefs  copious 
in  the  like  accounts. 

If  the  fields  of  Endor  are  not  fufficient 
to  convince  unbelievers,  furely  the  plains 
of  Philippi  cannot  fail  of  fatisfying  even 
heathens  themfelves  in  this  point. 

But  I  need  not  have  recourfe  to  anti¬ 
quity  for  teftimonies  of  this  fort,  fince  our 
own  times,  and  almofl  ever  village  in  Eng¬ 
land  can  produce  recent  and  undeniable 
proofs  of  thefe  fupernatural  vifitations,  per¬ 
mitted  by  providence,  for  the  difcovery  of 
truth  ;  the  expofition  of  forae'  horrid  crime, 
or  as  warnings  to  impious  and  guilty  per- 
fons  to  avert,  by  a  timely  repentance,  ths 
vengeance  of  heaven  due  to  their  offences. 

Stories  like  thefe  related  in  the  following 
fheets,  it  muft  be  acknowledg’d,  are  in  ge¬ 
neral,  either  too  lightly  laugh’d  at,  or  too 
rreduloufiv  believed,  Mr.  Addifon’s  opi- 
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nion  upon  this  fubjed  is,  I  think,  the  mdeft 
I  ever  met  with.  After  having  rallied  in 
a  very  agreeable  manner,  die  extravagant 
notions  of  the  vulgar,  and  the  ridiculous 
pains  they  take  to  fright  themfelves  out  of 
their  fenles,  he  proceeds  thus,  “  At  the 
fame  time  I  think  a  perfon  who  is  thus  ter- 
rify’d  with  the  imagination  of  ghoifs  and 
ipedres,  much  more  reafonable  than  one. 
who  contrary  to  the  reports  of  all  hidorians, 

1  acred  and  profane,  ancient  and  modern, 
and  to  the  traditions  of  all  nations,  thinks 
the  appearance  of  fpirits  fabulous  and  ground¬ 
ed  .  could  not  I  give  mvfelf  up  to  this  ge¬ 
neral  tedimony  of  mankind,  I  diould&to 
the  relations  of  particular  perfons  who  are 
now  living,  and  whom  I  cannot  didrud 
in  matters  of  fad.  I  might  here  add,  that 
not  only  the  hidorians,  to  whom  we  may 
join  the  poets,  but  likewife  the  philofophers 
of  antiquity  have  favoured  this  opinion.” 
He  afterwards  concludes  with  the  following 
dory  from  Jofephus,  which,  tho’  it  is  not 
of  mi.  apparition  to  a  perfon  awake  ;  yet 
as  it  is  of  the  fame  extraordinary  nature, 

I  hope  it  may  not  prove  unacceptable  to  the 
reader. 

“  Glaphyra  the  daughter  of  King  Arche- 
laus,  after  the  death  of  her  two  fird  huf- 
bands  (being  married  to  a  third,  who  was 
brother  to  her  fird  hufband,  and  fo  paflion- 
ately  in  love  with  her  that  he  turned  off 
nis  former  wife  to  make  room  for  this  mar- 
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v'];igo)  had  a'  very  odd  kind  of  dream.  She 
fancied  that  fhe  faw  her  fird  hufband  com¬ 
ing  towards  her,  and  that  flic  embraced 
him  with  great  tendernefs  ;  when  in  the 
mid  ft  of  the  pleasure  which  die  exprefled 
at  the  fight  of  him,  he  reproached  her  af¬ 
ter  the  following  manner  :  Glaphyra,  fays 
he,  thou  hull  made  good  the  old Jaying,  that 
women  ewe  not  to  he  t rujlcd,  was  not  I  the 
hufband  of  tby  virginity  I  Have  I  not  chil¬ 
dren  by  thee ?  How  couldft  thou  forget  our 
love  fo  far  as  to  enter  into  a  fecond  mam  iage, 
and  after  that  into  a  third j  nay ,  to  take 
for  thy  hufband  a  man  who  has  fo  famefully 
crept  into  the  bed  of  his  brother  ?  However , 
for  ike  fake  of  our  pajl  loves ,  1  fall  free  thee 
from  thv  prefent  reproach,  and  make  thee  mine 

for  ever. 

Glaphyra  told  this  dream  to  feveral  wo¬ 
men  of  her  acquaintance,  and  died  foon 
after,  i  thought  this  dory  might  not  be 
impertinent  in  this  place,  wherein  I  lpeak 
ofthofe  Kings:  befides  that,  the  example 
deferves  to  be  taken  notice  of,  as  it  contains 
a  mod  certain  proof  of  the  immortality  of 
the  foul  and  of  divine  providence.  If  any 
man  thinks  thefe  faffs  incredible,  let  him 
enjoy  his  own  opinion  to  himfell ;  but  let 
him  not  endeavour  to  didurb  the  belief  of 
others,  who,  by  indances  of  this  nature  are 
excited  to  the  dudy  of  virtue.” 

*•  a*1  #  * 
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A  Colle&ion  of  remarkable  Stories 
of  Apparitions,  attefted  by  People 
of  undoubted  Veracity. 
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An  account  of  an  apparition  attejlcd  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ruddle ,  minijler  at  Launcefton 

in  Cornwall . 

XK&N  the  beginning  of  the  year  1665,  a 
)|«  ,  ^  difeafe  happened  in  this  town  of 
1  P&  Launcefton,  and  fome  of  my  fcholars 
died  of  it.  Among  others  who  fell 
under  it’s  malignity,  was  John  Elliott,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Edward  Elliott  of  Treberie,  Efq;  a  ftrip- 
ling  of  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  but  of  un¬ 
common  parts  and  ingenuity.  At  his  own  par-  1 

ticular  requeft  I  preached  at  the  funeral,  which 
happened  on  the  20th  day  of  June  1665*  In 
my  difcourfe  I  fpoke  fome  words  in  commenda-  j 

tion  of  the  young  gentleman  ;  fuch  as  might 


I  endear  his  memory  to  thofe  that  knew  him,>  and 

withal  tended  to  prefcrve  his  example  to  thofe 
.  who  went  to  fchool  with  him,  and  were  to 
continue  there  after  him.  An  Ancient  Gentle¬ 
man,  who  was  then  in  the  church,  was  much 
aflefted  with  the  difcourfe,  and  was  often  heard 
repeat  the  fame  evening,  one  expreflion  I  then 
nfed  out  of  Virgil. 

Et  Pucr  ipfe  fuil  contari  digmus. - 

The  reafon  why  this  grave  gentleman  was 
fo  concerned  at  the  character,  was  a  reflection 
he  made  upon  a  fon  of  his  own,  who  being- 
about  the  fame  age,  and  but  a  few  months  be^ 
fore,  not  unworthy  of  the  like  character  I  gave 
of  the  young  Mr.  Elliott  ;  was  now  by  a  ftrange 
accident  quite  loft  as  to  his  parents  hopes,  and 
all  expectations  of  any  farther  comfort  by  him. 

The  funeral  rites  being  over,  I  was  no  fooner 
come  out  of  the  church,  but  I  found  my  felf 
molt  courteoufly  accofted  by  this  old  gentleman  ; 
and  with  an  unufual  importunity,  almoft  forced 
againft  my  humour  to  fee  his  houfe  that  night  j 
nor  could  I  have  refeued  my  felf  from  his  kind- 
nefs,  had  not  Mr.  Elliott  interpofed  and  pleaded 
title  to  me  for  the  whole  day,  which  (as  he  faid) 
he  would  refign  to  no  man.  Hereupon  I  got 
Joofe  for  that  time,  but  was  conftrained  to  leave 
a  promife  behind  me,  to  wait  upon  him  at  his 
own  houfe  the  Monday  following.  This  then 
feemed  to  fatisfy,  but  before  Monday  came,  I 
had  a  new  melTage  to  requelt  me  that  if  it  were 
polfible  I  would  be  there  the  Sunday.  The  fe- 
cond  attempt  I  refilled,  by  anfwering  that  it  was 
againft  my  convenince,  and  the  duty  which  mine 
own  people  expected  from  me.  Yet  was  not 

the 
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the  gentleman  at  reft,  for  he  fent  me  another 
letter  the  Saturday  by  no  means  to  fail  the  Mon¬ 
day,  and  fo  to  order  my  bufinefs  as  to  fpend  with 
him  two  or  three  days  at  leaft.  I  was  indeed 
ftartled  at  fo  much  eagernefs,  and  fo  many  dun- 
nings  for  a  vifit,  without  any  bufinefs  ;  and 
began  to  fufpedt  that  there  mull  needs  be  fome 
defign  in  the  bottom  of  all  this  excels  ofcourtely.. 
For  I  had  no  familiarity,  fcarce  common  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  gentleman,  or  his  family  *  nor 
could  I  imagine  whence  fhould  arife  fuch  a  flufh. 
of  friendship  on  the  hidden. 

On  the  Monday  I  went  and  paid  my  promifed 
devoir,  and  met  with  entertainment  as  free  and 
plentiful,  as  the  invitation  was  importunate. 
There  alfo,  I  found  a  neighbouring  minifter, 
who  pretended  to  call  in  accidentally,  but  by  the 
fequel  I  fuppofe  it  otherwife.  After  dinner  this 
brother  of  the  coat  undertook  to  fhow  me  the  gar¬ 
dens,  where  as  we  were  walking,  he  gave  me  the 
firft  difeovery  of  what  was  mainly  intended  in  all 
this  treat  and  complement. 

Firft  he  began  to  inform  me  of  the  infelictiy 
of  the  family  in  general,  and  then  gave  inftance 
in  the  youngeft  fon.  He  related  what  a  hope¬ 
ful  fprightly  lad  he  lately  was,  and  how  melan- 
cholick  and  fottifh  he  was  now  grown.  Then 
did  he  with  much  palfion  lament,  that  his  ill 
humour  fhould  fo  incredibly  fubdue  his  rea- 
fon  ;  (faith  he)  the  poor  boy  believes  himlelf  to 
be  haunted  with  ghofts,  and  is  confident  that  he 
meets  with  an  evil  fpirit  in  a  certain  field  about 
half  a  mile  from  this  place,  as  often  as  he  goes 
that  way  to  fchool.  In  the  rnidft  of  our  clif- 
courfe,  the  old  gentleman  and  his  lady  (as  ob- 
ferving  their  cue  moft  exa<5Hy)  came  up  to  us. 
Upon  their  Approach,  and  pointing  me  to  the 
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arbour,  the  parfon  renews  the  relation  to  me, 
and  they  (the  parents  of  the  youth)  confirmed 
what  he  faid,  and  added  many  minute  circum- 
fiances,  in  a  long  narative  of  the  whole:  In  fine 
they  all  three  deftred  my  thoughts  and  advice  in 
the  affair. 

I  was  not  able  to  colled  my  thoughts  enough 
on  the  fudden,  to  frame  a  judgment  upon  what 
they  had  faid.  Only  I  anfwered,  that  the  thing 
which  the  youth  reported  to  them,  was  ftrange, 
yet  not  incredible,  and  that  I  knew  not  then 
what  to  think  or  fay  of  it,  but  if  the  lad  would 
be  free  to  me  in  talk,  and  truft  me  with  his 
counfels,  I  had  hopes  to  give  them  a  better  ac-5 
count  of  my  opinion  the  next  day, 

I  had  no  fooner  fpoken  fo  much,  but  I  per¬ 
ceived  my  felf  in  the  fpringe  their  courtfhip 
had  laid  for  me  •>  for  the  old  lady  was  not  a- 
ble  to  hide  her  impatience,  but  her  fon  muft  be 
call’d  immediately  ;  this  I  was  forced  to  com¬ 
ply  with,  and  confent  to,  fo  that  drawing  off 
from  the  company  to  an  orchard  hard  by,  fhe 
went  herfelf,  and  brought  him  to  me,  and 
left  him  with  me. 

•  It  was  the  main  drift  of  all  thefe  three  to 
perfwade  me,  that  either  the  boy  was  lazy,  and 
glad  of  any  excufe  to  keep  from  the  fchool, 
or  that  he  was  in  love  with  fome  wench,  and 
afhamed  to  confefs  it  ;  or  that  he  had  a  fetch 
upon  his  father  to  get  money  and  new  clothes, 
that  he  might  range  to  London  after  a  brother 
he  had  there  *,  and  threfore  they  begg’d  of  me, 
to  difeover  the  root  of  the  matter  •,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  to  diffuade,  advife,  or  reprove  him  ; 
but  chiefly  by  all  means  to  undeceive  him,  as  to 
the  fancy  of  ghofts  and  fpirits* 
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I  loon  enter’d,  a  clofe  conference  with  the 
youth,  and  at  firft  was  very  cautious  not  to 
difpleafe  him,  but  by  fmooth  Words  to  ingrati¬ 
ate  my  felf  and  get  within  him,  lor  I  doubted 
he  would  be  too  diftruftful,  or  too  referved. 
But  we  had  fcarce  pad  the  firft  fituation  and 
began  to  fpeak  to  the  bufinefs,  before  I  found,, 
that  there  needed  no  policy  to  fkrew  my  felt 
into  his  heart-,  for  he  molt  openly  and  with 
all  obliging  candour  did  aver,  that  he  loved 
his  book,  and  defired  nothing  more  than  to 
be  bred  a  fcholar  ;  that  he  had  not.  the  leaft 
refped  for  any  of  womankind  as  his  mothei 
o-ave  out  ;  And  that  the  only  requeft  he  would 
make  to  his  parents  was,  .that  they  would  but 
believe  his  conftant  affertions,  concerning  the 
woman  he  was  difturbed  with,  m  the  field, 
called  the  Higher-Broom-Quartils.  He  told 
me  with  all  naked  freedom  and  a  flood  of  tears,, 
that  his  friends  were  unkind  and  unjuit  to  him, 
neither  to  believe  nor  pity  him  and  that  it  any 
man  (making  a  bow  to  me)  would  but  go  witn 
him  to  the  place  he  might  be  convinced  that  the 
thing  was  real,  &c. 

By  this  time  he  found  me  apt  to  companio¬ 
nate  his  condition,  and  to  be  attentive  to  his 
relation  of  it  and  therefore  he  went  on  in  this 

manner. 

This  woman  which  appears  to  me  (faid  he) 
lived  a  neighbour  here  to  my  father  ;  and  dy¬ 
ed  about  eight  years  fince  her  name  Dorothy 
Dingley,  of  fuch  a  ftature,  fuch  age,  and  fuch 
complexion.  She  never  fpeaks  to  me,  but  pai- 
feth  by  haftilv,  and  always  leaves  the  foot  path 
to  me,  and  fhe  commonly  iticclS  me  twice  01 
three  times  in  the  breadth  of  the  neld. 
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It  was  about  two  months  before  I  took  any 
notice  of  it,  ami  though  the  fhape  of  the.  face 
v?as  in  my  memory,  yet  I  could  not  recall  the 
name^oi  the  perion  *,  out  without  more  thought¬ 
ful  nefs,  I  did  fuppofe  it  was  fome  woman  who 
Jmcd  thereabout,  and  had  frequent  occafion 
that  way.  Nor  did  I  imagine  any  thing  to  the 
contiai  y ,  before  fhe  began  to  meet  me  con- 
ilantly  morning  and  evening,  and  always  in  the 

lame  field,  and  ibmetimes  twice  or  thrice  in  the 
breadth  of  it. 

The  fiiet  time  I  took  notice  of  her,  was  a- 
bout  a  year  fince  ,  and  when  I  firft  began  to 
fufpedt  and  believe  it  to  be  a  ghoft,  I  had  cou~ 
rage  enough  not  to  be  afraid  *  but  kept  it  to 
my  felt  a  good  while,  and  only  wondred  very 
much  at  it.  I  did  often  ipeak  to  it,  but  never 
had  a  word  in  anfwer.  1  hen  I  changed  my 
way  and  went  to  fchool  the  under  horfe  road, 
Pwnd  then  fie  always  met  me  in  the  narrow  lane, 

between  the  quarry  park  and  the  nurfery,  which 
was  worfe. 

At  lenth  J  began  to  be  terrified  at  it,  and 
prayed  continually,  that  God  would  either  free 
me  from  it,  or  let  me  know  the  meaning  of  it. 
Night  and  day,  fleeping  and  waking,  the  fhape 
was  ever  running  in  my  mind  •  and  I  often 
did  repeat  thefe  places  of  feripture  (with  that 
lie  takes  a  fmall  bible  out  of  his  pocket)  Job;, 

7.  14.  ‘Thou  fear  eft  me  with  dreams ,  and  ter  rift  eft 
me  through  vifitons  ;  and  Duct.  28.  67.  In  the 
morning  thou  fh alt  fay ,  would  Cod  it  were  evening , 
and  at  evening  thou  Jhalt  fay  would  Ciod  it  were 
morning ,  for  the  fear  of  thine  hearty  wherewith 
thou  fh  a  It  fear,  and  for  the  fight  of  thine  eyes  which 
thou Jhalt  lee,  I  was  very  much  pleafcd  with  the 
lad’s  ingenuity,  in  the  application  of  thefe  perti- 
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him  to  proceed.  (Thus  laid  he)  by  degrees  I 
grew  very  pen  five,  infomuch  that  it  was  taken 
notice  of  by  all  our  family  *,  whereupon  being 
urged  to  it,  I  told  my  brother  William  of  it  ; 
and  he  privately  acqainted  my  lather  and  mo¬ 
ther  ;  and  they  kept  it  to  themfelves  for  fome 
time. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  difcovery  was  only  this  * 
they  did  fometimes  laugh  at  me  ;  fometimes 
chide  me,  but  (till  commanded  me  to  keep  my 
fchool,  and  put  fuch  fopperies  out  ol  my  head. 

I  did  occordingly  go  to  fchool  often,  but  al¬ 
ways  met  the  woman  in  the  way, 

This  and  much  more  to  the  fame  purpofe 
(yea  as  much  as  held  a  dialogue  of  near  two 
hours)  was  our  conference  in  the  orchard,  which 
ended  with  my  proffer  to  him,  that  (without 
making  any  privy  to  our  Intents)  I  would  next 
morning,  walk  with  him  to  the  place  about 
fix  o’clock.  He  was  even  tranfported  with  Joy 
at  the  mention  of  it,  and  replyed,  but  will  you 
fure,  fir  ?  Will  you  really,  fir  ?  T  hank  God, 
now  I  hope  I  fhall  be  believed.  From  this  con- 
clufion  we  retired  into  the  houfe. 

The  gentleman,  his  wife  and  Mr.  William 
were  impatient  to  know  the  event,  infomuch 
that  they  came  out  of  the  parlour,  into  the 
hall  to  meet  us  and  feeing  the  lad  look  chear- 
fully,  the  firft  complements  from  the  old  man 
was,  come  Mr.  Ruddle,  you  have  talked  with 
Sam,  I  hope  now  he  will  have  more  wit  •  an 
idle  boy,  an  idle  boy.  At  thefe  words  the 
lad  ran  up  the'  flairs  to  his  chamber  without 
replying  ;  and  I  foon  Hop’d  the  curiofity  or 
the  three  expectants,  by  telling  them  I  had  pro¬ 
mis’d  filence,  and  was  refolved  to  be  as  good 
as  my  word  s  but  when  things  were  riper  they 
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might  know  all  ;  at  prefent,  I  defined  them  to 
reft  in  my  faithful  promife,  that  I  would  do  my 
utmoft  in  their  fervice,  and  for  the  good  of 
their  fon.  With  this  they  were  filenced,  I  cannot 
lay,  fatisfied. 

The  next  morning  before  five  a  Clock,  the 
lad  was  in  my  Chamber,  and  very  brilk  ;  l  a- 
roie  and  went  with  him.  The  field  he  led  me 
too,  I  guels’d  to  be  twenty  acres,  in  an  open 
country,  and  about  three  furlongs  from  any 
Jhoufe.  We  went  into  the  field,  and  had  not 
gone  above  a  third  part,  before  the  fpe&rum, 
in  the  fhape  of  a  Woman,  with  all  the  circum- 
ftances  he  had  defended  her  to  me  in  the  or¬ 
chard  the  day  before,  (as  much  as  the  Hidden- 
nefs  of  its  Appearance,  and  evanition  would 
permit  me  to  difeover)  met  us  and  palled  by. 

I  was  a  little  furprifed  at  it  ;  and  though  I  had 
taken  up  a  firm  refolution  to  fpeak  to  it,  yet  I 
had  not  the  power,  nor  indeed  durft  I  look 
back,  yet  I  took  care  not  to  Ihew  any  fear  to 
my  pupil  and  guide,  and  therefore  only  tell¬ 
ing  him,  that  I  was  fatisfied  in  the  truth  of  his 
complaint,  we  walked  to  the  end  of  the  field, 
and  returned,  nor  did  the  ghoft  meet  us  at  that 
time  above  once.  1  perceived  in  the  young 
man  a  kind  of  boldnefs  mixt  with  aftonifhment  ; 
the  firft  caufed  by  my  prefence,  and  the  proof 
he  had  given  of  his  own  relation,  and  the  other 
by  the  fight  of  his  perfccu  tor. 

in  fihort,  we  went  home  ;  I  fomewhat  puz- 
Jcd,  he  much  animated.  At  our  return,  the 
gentlewoman  (whofe  inquifitivenefs  had  mifs’d 
us)  watched  to  fpeak  with  me,  1  gave  her  a 
convenience,  and  told  her  that  my  opinion  was, 
that  her  fern’s  complaint  was  nor  to  be  flighted, 

nor 
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nor  altogether  difcredited,  yet  that  my  judge¬ 
ment  in  his  cafe  was  not  fettled.  I  gave  her  cau¬ 
tion  moreover,  that  the  thing  might  net  take 
wind,  leall  the  whole  country  {hould  ring,,  with 

what  we  yet  had  no  aflurance  of. 

In  this  juncture  of  time,  1  had  hulinefs,  which 
would  admit  no  delay;  wherefore  I  went  for 
Lancefton  that  evening,  but  promifed  to  lee 
them  again  next  week.  Yet  I  was  prevented 
by  an  occafion  which  pleaded  a  iufficient  excuie. 
For  my  wife  was  that  week  brought  home  from 
a  neighbours  houTe  very  ill.  However  my 
mind  was  upon  the  adventure;  I  ftudied  the 
the  cafe  ;  and  about  three  weeks  alter  went  a- 
gain  ;  refolving  by  the  help  oi  God  to  fee  the 

utmoft.  ,  i  i  r 

The  next  morning  being  the  27th  clay  of 

July  1.661;.  I  went  to  the  haunted  held  by  my 

lelf  and  walked  the  breadth  of  it  without  any 

encounter,  I  returned,  and  took  the  other 

walk,  and  then  the  fpedrum  appeared  to  me, 

much  about  the  fame  place  I  iaw  it  before  when 

the  young  gentleman  was  with  me  :  _  in  my 

thoughts  this  moved  fwifter  than  the  time  De- 

fore,  and  about  ten  foot  diftant  from  me  on 

my  right  hand  ;  infomuch  that  I  had  not  time 

to  fneak  as  I  determined  with  myfelf  beioic 

hand.  .  . 

The  evening  of  this  day,  the  parents,  the 

fon,  and  my  felf,  being  in  the  chamber  where 

I  lay  •  I  propounded  to  them,  our  g°mg 

aether  to  the  place  next  morning,  and  fome 

•  affeveration,  that  there  was  no  danger  in  it,  we 

all  refolved  upon  it.  The  morning  being  come, 

Ieaft  we  fhould  alarm  the  family  of  fervants, 

they  went  under  the  pretence  of  feeing  a  ie  c 

of  wheat,  and  I  took  my  Horfe,  and  fetent 


4  i. 


[  16  ] 

a  compafs  another  way,  and  fo  met  at  the  ffile 
we  had  appointed. 

Thence  we  all  four  walked  leifurely  into  the 

tore  the  T  ab°Ve  haIf  the'  fle!d>  be' 

S'th'  Zrr'hf,  "i'C  j;,tt  “"“»d  moved 

W  11  that  fwiftnefs,  that  by  the  time  we  had 
gone  fix  or  feven  fteps  it  patted  by.  I  imme_ 
c  lately  turn  d  my  head  and  ran  after  it,  with 
the  young  man  by  my  fide  ;  we  faw,  it  pafs  o- 
ver  the  ttile  at  which  we  entred,  but  no  far- 
t  ier,  1  ftept  upon  the  hedge  at  one  place,  he  at 
another  but  could  difcern  nothing,  whereas 
I  dare  aver  that  the  fwifteft  horfe  in  England 
comd  not  have  conveyed  himfelf  out  ofSfight 
in  that  fhort  fpace  of  time.  Two  things  I  ob- 
ierved  in  this  days  appearance.  ^ 

1.  That  a  fpaniel  dog,  who  followed  the 
company  unregarded,  did  bark  and  run  away 
as  the  fpedtrum  palled  by;  whence  ’tis  eav 

to  conclude  that  kwas  not  our  fear  or  fancy  which 
made  the  apparition.  ' 

2.  That  the  motion  of  the  fpeflrum  was 
not  gradatmi,  or  by  fteps,  and  moving  of  the 
Pfet\  but  a  kind  of  gliding  as  children  upon 

ICC’  or  a  Boat  down  a  fwift  river  which 
punctually  anfwers  the  defcriptions,  the  ancients 
gave  of  the  motion  of  their  Lemures. 

But  to  proceed,^  this  occular  evidence  clearly 
convinced,  but  withal  flrangely  affrighted  the 
o  l  gent  eman  and  his  wife  •  who  knew  this 
Dorothy  Dingly  in  her  life  time,  were  at  her 
bunal,  and  now  plainly  faw  her  features  in  this 
prefent  apparition.  I  encourag’d  them  as  well 
as  I  could  ;  but  after  this  they  went  no  more. 
However  I  was  refolved  to  proceed,  and  ufc 
such  lawful  means  as  God  hath  difcovered,  and 

learned 
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learned  men  have  fuccefsfully  pradtifed,  In  thefe 
unvulgar  cafes. 

The  next  morning  being  Thurfday,  I  went 
out  very  early  by  my  felf,  and  walked  for  a- 
bout  an  hours  fpace  in  meditation  and  pray¬ 
er  in  the  field  next  adjoining  to  the  quartils. 
Soon  alter  five  I  ftept  over  the  ftile,  into  the 
difturb’d  field  ;  and  had  not  gone  above  thir¬ 
ty  or  forty  paces  before  the  ghoft  appeared  at 
the  farther  (tile.  I  fpake  to  it  with  a  loud  voice, 
in  fome  fuch  fentences  as  the  way  of  thefe  dea¬ 
lings  diredted  me,  whereupon  it  approached 
but  (lowly,  and  when  I  came  near  it  moved 
not.  I  fpake  again  and  it  anfwered,  in  a  voice 
neither  very  audible  nor  Jnteligible.  I  was  not 
in  the  leaft  terrify’d,  and  therefore  perfifted, 
until  it  fpake  again,  and  gave  me  fatisfadlion. 
But  the  work  could  not  be  finifh’d  at  this  time  ; 
wherefore  the  fame  evening  an  hour  after  fun- 
fet,  it  met  me  again  near  the  fame  place,  and 
after  a  few  words  of  each  fide  it  quietly  vanifhed, 
and  neither  doth  appear  fince,  nor  ever  will 
more,  to  any  man’s  difturbance.  The  difeourfe 
in  the  morning  lafted  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour. 

Thefe  things  are  true,  and  I  know  them  to 
be  fo  with  as  much  certainty  as  eyes  and  ears 
can  give  me,  and  until  1  can  be  perfwaded  that 
my  fenfes  do  deceive  me  about  their  proper 
objeft ;  and  by  that  perfwafion  deprive  my 
elf  of  the  ftrongeft  inducement  to  believe  the 
^hriftian  Religion,  I  muft  and  will  affert,  that 
diefe  things  in  this  paper  are  true. 

As  for  the  manner  of  my  Proceeding,  I  find 
10  reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  it,  for  I  can  juftify 
t,  to  men  of  good  principles,  diferetion,  and 

re- 
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recondite  learning.  Though  in  this  cafe  I  cho 

to  content  my  felf  in  the  aflurance  of  the  thinj 
rather  than  be  at  the  unprofitable  trouble  1 
ptrfuade  others  to  believe  it.  For  I  know  fu 
well  with  what  difficulty,  relations  of  fo  uncon: 
mon  a  nature  and  practice,  obtain  belief.  Id 

that  tells  fuch  a  ftory,  may  expeeft  to  be  dea 

withal,  as  a  traveller  in  Poland  by  the  robber; 
viz.  fir  ft  murdered  and  then  fearch’d,  firft  cor 
demn’d  for  a  lyar,  or  fuperftitous,  and  the 
(when  ’tis  too  late)  have  his  reafons  and  prooi 
examined.  This  incredulity  may  be  attributed, 

1.  To  the  infinite  abufes  of  the  people,  am 
impofitions  upon  their  faith  by  the  cunnin: 
Monks  and  Friars,  &c.  in  the  days  of  dark 
nefs  and  Popery.  For  they  made  apparition 
as  often  as  they  pleafed,  and  got  both  mone' 
and  credit  by  quieting  the  Terricul amenta  Vulgi 
which  their  own  artifice  had  raifed. 

2.  To  the  prevailing  of  Somatifm  and  thi 
Hobbean  principle  in  thefe  times  •  which  is  ; 
revival  of  the  dodlrine  ot  the  fadduces,  and  a; 
it  denies  the  nature,  fo  cannot  c.onfift  with  thi 
apparition  of  Jpirits,  of  which  fee,  Leviath.  p 

I  C.  12. 

3*  I  o  the  ignorance  of  men  in  our  age,  ir 
tnis  peculiar  and  myftcrious  part  of  philoiophj 
and  religion,  namely  the  communication  betweer 
fpirits  and  men.  Not  one  fcholar  of  ten  thou 
fand  (though  otherwife  of  excellent  learning 
knows  any  thing  of  it,  or  the  way  how  to  ma 
nageit.  'Phis  ignorance  breeds  fear,  and  abhor 
ence  of  that,  which  otherwife  might  be  of  in¬ 
comparable  benefit  to  mankind. 
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But  I  being'  a  clergyman,  and  young,  and 
a  ftranger  in  thefe  parts,  do  apprehend  filence 
and  fecrecy  to  be  my  beft  fecurity. 

In  rebus  abfirufijfwtis  abuhdans  caut  ela  non  nocet • 


STORY  II. 

The  apparition  of  a  Gentleman  to  the  late 
reverend  and  learned  Dr<  Scott,  on  account 
of  an  original  deed  belonging  to  his  grand- 
fon’s  eft  ate. 

THE  doeftor,  I  have  the  ftory  related, 
was  fitting  alone  by  the  fire,  either  in 
his  ftudy  or  his  parlour,  in  Broadftreet  where 
he  liv’d,  and  reading  a  book,  his  door  being 
fhut  fail  and  lock’d  ;  he  was  well  afiured  there 
was  no  body  in  the  room  but  himfelf,  when 
accidentally  railing  his  head  a  little,  he  was 
exceedingly  furprized  to  fee  fitting  in  an  elbow- 
chair,  at  the  other  fide  ol  the  fire-place  or  chim¬ 
ney,  an  ancient  grave  gentleman  in  a  black 
velvet  gown,  a  lond  whig,  and  looking  with 
a  pleafing  countenance  towards  him  (the  doftor) 
as  if  juft  going  to  fpeak. 

The  do&or  as  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe, 
’was  greatly  futprized  at  the  fight  df  him ;  and 
indeed  the  feeing  him  as  fitting  in  a  chair  was  the 
moft  likely  to  be  furprizing  •,  becaufe  the  do6tor 
knowing  the  door  to  be  lock’d,  and  then  feeing 
a  man  fitting  in  the  chair,  he  mull  immediately 
and  at  firft  fight  conclude  him  to  be  a  fpr- 
ti t,  or  apparition  or  devil,  call  it  as  you  will  ^ 
had  he  feen  him  come  in  at  the  door,  he 
might  at  firft  have  fuppofed  him  to  be  really 

D  ft 
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a  gentleman  come  to  fpeak  with  him,  and  might 
think  he  had  omitted  faftening  the  door,  as  he 
intended  to  have  done. 

The  dodor  appeared  in  great  diforder  at  the 
fight,  as  he  acknowledg’d  to  thofe  to  whom 
he  told  the  (lory,  and  from  whom  (fays  my 
author)  I  receiv’d  this  account,  with  very  little 
remove  of  hands  between. 

The  fpedre  it  feems  began,  for  the  dodor 
had  not  courage  at  firft,  as  he  faid,  to  fpeak 
to  it  ;  I  fay  the  fpedre  or  apparition  fpoke 
firft,  and  defired  the  dodor  not  to  be  frighted, 
not  to  be  furprized,  for  that  he  would  not  do 
him  any  hurt ;  but  that  he  came  to  him  upon 
a  matter  of  great  importance  to  an  injur’d  fa¬ 
mily,  which  was  in  great  danger  of  being  ruin’d  ; 
and  that  tho’  he  (the  dodor)  u'as  a  ftranger  to  the 
family,  yet  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of  integrity 
he  had  pitch  d  upon  him  to  do  an  ad  of  very 
great  charity,  as  well  as  juftice  ;  and  that  he 
could  depend  upon  him  for  a  punctual  perfor¬ 
mance. 

The  dodor  was  not  at  firft  compofed  enough 
fo  receive  the  introdudion  of  the  bufinefs  with 
a  due  attention  ;  but  feem’d  rather  inclin’d  to 
get  out  of  the  room  if  he  could,  and  once  or 
twice  made  fome  attempt  to  knock  for  fome  of 
the  family  to  come  up,  at  which  the  apparition 
apear’d  a  little  difpleafed. 

But  it  ieems  he  need  not  ;  for  as  the  dodor 
faid,  he  had  no  power  to  go  out  of  the  room 
if  he  had  been  next  the  door,  or  to  knock  for 
help  if  any  had  been  at  hand. 

But  here  the  apparition  feeing  the  dodor  fall 
in  confufion,  defin’d  him  again  to  compofe  him- 
felf,  for  he  would  not  do  him  the  leait  injury, 
or  offer  any  thing  to  make  him  uneafy,  but 
_ _ _ defir’d 
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defir  d  that  he  would  give  him  leave  to  deliver 
the  bufinefs  he  came  about,  which  when  he 
had  heard,  peihaps  he  would  fee  lels  caufe  to 
be  furprizedor  apprehenfive  than  he  did  now. 

By  this  time,  and  by  the  calm  way  of  dif- 
courfe  above  mentioned,  the  dodtor  recovered 
himfelf  fo  much,  tho*  not  with  any  kind  of 
compofure,  as  to  fpeak. 

In  the  name  of  God,  fays  the  do  ft  or,  what 
art  thou  ? 

I  defire  you  would  not  be  frighted,  fays  the 
apparition  to  him  again  •  I  am  a  ftranger  to 
you,  and  if  I  tell  you  my  name,  you  do  not 

know  it  ;  but  you  may  do  the  bufinefs  with¬ 
out  enquiring. 

The  doftor  continued  ftill  difcompofed  and 
uneafy,  and  laid  nothing  for  fome  time. 

The  apparition  fpoke  again  to  him  not  to  be 
furprized,  and  received  only  for  anfwer  the  old 
ignorant  queftion, 

In  the  name  of  God,  what  art  thou  ? 

Upon  this  the  fpedtre  feem’d  difpleafed,  as 
if  the  dodtor  had  not  treated  him  with  refpedt; 
and  expoftulated  a  little  with  him,  telling  him 
he  could  have  terrify’d  him  into  a  compliance, 
but  that  he  chofe  to  come  calmly  and  quietly 
to  him  •  and  ufed  fome  other  difcourfes,  fo  civil 
and  obliging,  that  by  this  time  he  began  to 

be  a  little  more  familiar,  and  at  length  the  doctor 

ask’d. 

What  is  it  you  would  have  with  me  ? 

At  this  the  apparition,  as  if  gratifykl  with 
the  queftion,  began  his  ftory  thus. 

I  lived  in  the  county  of - - 

I  do  not  exaftly  remember  the  county  he 
named ;  but  it  was  in  fome  of  the  wef 
tern  counties  of  England. 

D  2  where 
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where  I  left  a  very  good  eftate,  which  my 
grandfon  enjoys  at 'this  time.  But  he  is  fued 
for  the  po  fie  {lion  by  my  two  nephews,  the 
ions  of  my  younger  brother. 

Here  be  gave  him  his  own  name ,  the  name 
of  his  younger  brother ,  and  the  names  of  his  two 
nephews  ;  but  I  am  not  allow*  d  to  publifh  the  names 
in  this  relation ?  nor  might  it  be  proper  for  many 
reajons . 

The  do&or  then  interrupted,  and  afked  him 
how  long  the  grand  ion  had  been  in  Poftefiion 

of  the  eftate  *,  which  he  told  him  was  — - - 

years,  intimating  that  he  had  been  fo  long 
dead. 

Then  he  went  on,  and  told  him,  that  his  ne¬ 
phews  would  be  too  hard  for  his  grandfon  it} 
the  fuit,  and  would  out  him  of  the  manfion- 
houfe  and  eftate  ;  fo  that  he  would  be  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  entirely  ruined,  and  his  family  be 

reduced. 

< 

Still  the  dotftor  could  not  fee  into  the  matter, 
or  what  he  could  do  to  help  or  remedy  the 
evil  that  threaten’d  the  family  $  and  therefore 
afked  him  fome  queftions,  for  now  they  be¬ 
gan  to  be  a  little  better  acquainted  than  at  firft. 

Says  the  dodlor ,  And  what  am  I  able  to  do 
in  it,  if  the  law  be  againft  him  ? 

Why,  fays  the  Speffre,  it  is  not  that  the  ne¬ 
phews  have  any  right  •  but  the  grand  dee^ 
of  fettlement,  being  the  conveyance  of  the 
inheritance,  is  loft  ;  and  for  want  of  that  deed 
they  will  not  be  able  to  make  out  their  title  to 
the  eftate. 

Well,  fays  the  doftory  and  ftiJ!  what  can  I 
do  in  the  cafe  ? 

t* 

Why,  fays  the  fpeffrey  if  you  will  go  down 
to  my  grandfon’s  houfe,  and  take  fuch  perfons 
'  f  *  h 
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with  you  as  you  can  trufl,  I  will  give  you  fuch 
inftrudtions  as  that  you  fhall,  find  out  the  deed 
or  fettlement,  which  lies  concealed  in  a  place 
where  I  put  it  with  my  own  hands,  and  where 
you  fhall  diredt  my  grandfon  to  take  it  out  in 
your  prefence. 

But  why  then  can  you  not  diredl  your  grand¬ 
fon  himfelf  to  do  this  ?  fays  the  doctor. 

Afk  me  not  about  that,  fays  the  apparition ; 
there  are  divers  reafons  which  you  may  know 
hereafter.  I  can  depend  upon  your  honerty 
in  it,  in  the  mean  time,  and  I  will  fo  difpofe 
matters  that  you  lhall  have  your  expenees 
paid  you,  and  be  handfomely  allow’d  for  your 
trouble. 

After  this  difeourfe,  and  feveral  other  ex- 
poftulations,  (for  the  dodtor  was  not  eafily  pre¬ 
vail’d  upon  to  go  -’till  the  fpedtre  feemed  to  look 
angrily,  and  even  to  threaten  him  for  refuling,) 
he  did  at  laft  promife  to  go. 

Having  obtain’d  a  promife  of  him,  he  told 
him  he  might  let  his  grandfon  know  that  he 
had  formerly  converted  with  his  grandfather, 
(but  not  how  lately,  or  in  what  manner,)  and 
afk  to  fee  the  houfe ;  and  that  in  fuch  an  upper 
room  or  loft,  he  fhould  find  a  great  deal  of  old 
lumber,  old  coffers,  old  cherts,  and  fuch  things 
as  were  out  of  fafhion  now,  thrown  by,  and  pil’d 
up  upon  one  another,  to  make  room  for  modifh 
furniture,  cabinets,  cherts  of  drawers,  and  the 
like.  1 

That  in  fuch  a  particular  corner  was  fuch  a 
certain  old  chert,  with  an  old  broken  lock  upon 
it,  and  a  key  in  it,  which  could  neither  be  turn’d 
in  the  lock,  or  pulled  out  of  it. 

In  that  chert,  fays  he ,  and  in  that  place, 
lyes  the  grand  deed,  or  charter  of  the  eftate, 

which 
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*c 

which  conveys  the  inheritance,,  and  without 

which  the  family  will  be  ruin’d,  and  turn’d' 
out  of  doors. 

^Aftci  this  difcourfe,  and  the  doctor  pro¬ 
ofing  to  go  down  into  the  country  and  dis¬ 
patch  this  important  commiffion  -,  the  appari¬ 
tion  putting  on  a  very  pleafant  and  fmiiing  a- 
Ipedt,  thank’d  him,  and  difapp  ear’d . 

After  fome  days,  and  within  the  time  limit¬ 
ed  by  the  propofal  of  the  ipechre,.  tlie  dodtor 

went  down  accordingly  into - Jhire  ;  and 

finding  the  gentleman’s  houfe  very  readily, 
by  the  direction,  knocked  at  the  door,  aiid 
afked  if  he  was  at  home  ;  and  after  being  told 
he  was,  and  tne  Servants  telling  their  mailer 
it  was  a  clergyman  ,  the  Gentleman  came  to 
the  door,  and  very  courteously  invited  him  in. 

After  the  do&or  had  been  there  fome  time, 
he  obferved  the  gentleman  received  him  with 
an  unexpected  civility,  tho’  a  Stranger,  and 
without  bufinefs  :  They  entered  into  many 
friendly  dilcourfes,  and  the  doctor  pretended  . 
to  have  heard  much  of  the  family,  fas,  indeed, 
he  had)  and  of  his  grandfather  ;  from  whom, 

fa)'s  he,  I  perceive  the  eftate  more  imme¬ 
diately  defeends  to  yourfelf. 

Ay,  fays  the  gentleman ,  and  Shook  his  head, 
my  f  ather  died  young,  and  my  grandfather  has 
left  things  fo  confufed,  that  for  want  of  one 
principal  writing,  which  is  not  yet  come  to  hand 
I  have  met  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble  from  a 
couple  of  coufins,  my  grandfather’s  brother’s 
children,  who  have  put  me  to  a  great  deal  of 
charge  about  it.  And  with  that  the  doftor 
feemed  a  little  inquifitive. 

But  I  hope  you  have  got  over  it,  fir  ?  Jays  he. 

h  -  '  No 
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No  truly,  fay;  the  gentleman ,  to  be  fo  open 
with  you,  we  fhall  never  get  quite  over  it  un- 
lefs  we  can  find  this  old  deed  ;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  I  hope  we  fhall  find,  for  I  intend  to  make 
a  general  fearch  for  it. 

I  wifh  with  all  my  heart  you  may  find  it,  fir. 
fays  the  doff  or. 

I  don’t  doubt  but  I  fhall  ;  I  had  a  flrange 
dream  about  it  but  lafl  night,  fays  the  gen- 
tleman. 

A  dream  about  the  writing  !  fays  the  doff  or,  I 
hope  it  was  that  you  fhould  find  it  then  ? 

I  dream  d,  fays  the  gentleman ,  that  a  ftrange 
gentleman  came  to  me,  that  I  had  never  feen  in 
my  life,  and  helped  me  to  look  it.  I  don’t  know 
but  you  may  be  the  man. 

I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  be  the  man,  I  am  fure, 
fays  the  doff  or. 

Nay,  jays  the  gentleman,  you  may  be  the  man 
to  help  me  to  look  it. 

Ay,  Sir,  fays  the  doff  or,  I  may  help  you  to  look 
it  indeed,  and  I’ll  do  that  too  with  all  my  heart 
but  I  would  much  rather  be  the  man  that  fhould 
help  you  to  find  it :  pray  when  do  you  intend  to 
make  a  fearch  ? 

T  o-morrow,  fays  the  gentleman,  I  had  appointed 
to  do  it. 

But,  fays  the  doffor,  in  what  manner  do  you  in¬ 
tend  to  fearch  ? 

Why,  fays  the  gentleman ,  ’tis  all  our  opinions 
that  my  grandfather  was  lo  very  much  concerned 
to  preferve  this  writing,  and  had  fo  much  jca- 
loufy  that  fome  that  were  abo>  „  him  would  take 
it  from  him  if  they  could,  that  he  has  hid  it 
in  fome  fecret  place  ;  and  I  am  refolved  I’ll  pull 
half  the  houfe  down  but  I’ll  find  it,  if  it  be  above 
ground. 
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Truly,  fays  \he  doff  or,  he  may  have  hid  it  fo, 
that  you  mult  pull  the  houfe  down  before  you 
find  it,  and  perhaps  not  then  neither.  I  have  known 
fuch  things  utterly  loft,  by  the  very  care  taken  to 
prefer  ve  them. 

If  it  was  made  of  fomething  the  fire  would  not 
deftroy,  fays  the  gentleman ,  I  would  burn  the  houfe 
down,  but  I  would  find  it. 

I  fuppofe  you  have  fearch’d  all  the  old  gentle¬ 
man’s  chefts,  and  trunks,  and  coffers  over  and 
over  ?  fays  the  doff  or. 

Ay,  fays  the  gentleman ,  and  turn’d  them  all  in- 
fide  outward,  and  there  they  lie  of  a  heap  up  in  a 
great  loft,  or  garret,  with  nothing  in  them  ;  nay, 
we  knock’d  three  or  four  of  them  in  Pieces  to 
fearch  for  private  drawers,  and  then  I  burnt  them 
for  anger,  tho’  they  were  fine  old  cyprefs  chefts, 
that  coft  money  enough  when  they  were  in 
fafhion. 

I  am  forry  you  burnt  them  ,fays  the  doff  or . 

Nay,  fays  the  gentleman ,  I  did  not  burn  a 
ferap  of  them  till  they  were  all  fplit  to  pieces  j 
and  it  was  not  pofiible  there  could  be  any  thing 
there. 

ffhis  ?nade  the  doff  or  a  little  eafy  ;  for  he  began 
to  be  fur  prized  when  he  told  him  he  had  fplit 
fome  of  them  out ,  and  burnt  them . 

Well,  fays  the  doffor ,  if  I  cannot  do  you  any 
fervice  in  your  fearch,  I’ll  come  and  fee  you  again 
to-morrow,  and  wait  upon  your  fearch  with  m y 
good  wifhes. 

Nay,  Jays  the  gentleman ,  I  don’t  defign  to 
part  with  you  ;  fince  you  are  fo  kind  to  offer 
me  your  help,  you  fhall  ftay  all  night  then,  and 

be  at  the  firft  of  it. 

The  d-oftor  had  now  gain’d  his  point  fo  far 
as  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  and  defirable  in 

the. 


the  houfe,  and  to  have  a  kind  of  intimacy  3 
fo  that  tho5  he  made  as  if  he  would  go,  he  did 
not  want  much  entreaties  to  make  him  flay ;  fo 
he  confented  to  lie  in  the  houfe  all  night. 

A  little  before  evening  the  gentleman  asked 
him  to  take  a  walk  in  his  park,  but  he  put  it 
off  with  a  jeft  ;  I  had  rather,  fir,  [aid  he  /mil¬ 
ling,,  you’d  let  me  fee  this  fine  old  manfion- 
houfe  that  is  to  be  demolifned  to-morrow  ;  me- 
thinks  I’d  fain  fee  the  houfe  once,  before  you 
pull  it  down. 

With  all  my  heart,  fays  the  gentleman .  So 
he  carried  him  immediately  up  flairs,  fhewed 
him  all  the  befit  apartments,  and  all  his  fine 
furniture  and  pictures  ;  and  coming  to  the 
head  of  the  great  flair-cafe  where  they  Came 
up,  offered  to  go  down  again. 

But,  fir,  Jays  the  dodlor ,  fliall  we  not  go 
up  higher  ? 

There’s  nothing  there;  [ays  he,  but  garrets 
and  old  lofts  full  of  rubbifh,  and  a  place  to 
go  out  into  the  turret,  and  the  clock-houfe. 

O,  let  me  fee  it  all,  row  we  are  a  going,  fays 
the  doftor,  I  love  to  fee  the  old  lofty  towers 
and  turrets,  the  magnificence  of  our  anceftors, 
though  they  are  out  of  fafhion  now  •  pray 
let  us  fee  all,  now  we  are  going. 

Why,  it  will  tire  you,  fays  the  gentleman. 

No,  no,  fays  the  doffor,  if  it  don’t  tire  you 
that  have  feen  it  fo  often,  it  won’t  tire  me,  I 
affure  you  :  Pray  let  us  go  up.  So  away  the 
gentleman  goes,  and  the  dobtor  after  him. 

After  they  had  rambled  over  the  wild  part 
of  an  old,  built  great  houfe,  which  I  need  not 
defenbe,  he  paffes  by  a  great  room,  the  door  ot 
which  was  open,  and  in  it  a  great  deal  of  old  lum¬ 
ber  :  and  what  place  is  this,  pray  ?  fays  the  doffor* 
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looking  In  at  the  door,  but  not  offering  to  go  in. 

Q!  that’s  the  room,  fays  the  gentleman  foftly , 
becaafe  there  was  a  fervant  attending  them ,  that’s 
the  room  I  told  you  of,  where  all  the  old  rub- 
bifh  lay,  ,the  chefts,  the  coffers,  and  the  trunks ; 
look  there,  fee  how  they  are  piled  up  one  upon 
another  almoft  to  the  ceiling. 

With  t  his  the  doctor  goes  in  and  looks  about 
him ;  for  this  was  the  place  he  was  directed  to  and 
which  he  wanted  to  fee  :  he  was  not  in  the  room 
two  minutes  but  he  found  every  thing  juft  as  the 
fpecftre  at  London  had  defcrib’d,  went  dire&ly 
to  the  pile  he  had  been  told  of,  and  fixes  his  eye 
upon  the  very  cheft  with  the  old  rufty  lock  upon 
it,  with  the  key  in  it,  which  would  neither  turn 
round,  nor  come  out. 

On  my  word,  fir,  fays  the  doficr,  you  have 
taken  pains  enough,  if  you  have  rumaged  all 
thefe  drawers,  and  cherts,  and  coffers,  and  every 
thing  that  may  have  been  in  them. 

Indeed  fir,  fays  the  gentleman ,  I  have  emptied 
every  one  of  them  myfelf,  and  look’d  over  ail  the 
old  mu Ily  writings  one  by  one  ;  with  fome  help, 
indeed  ;  but  they,  every  one  paft  thro’  my  own 
hand,  and  under  my  eye. 

Well,  fir,  fays  the  dotlor,  I  fee  you  have  been 
in  earned,  and  I  find  the  thing  is  of  great  confe- 
quence  to  you  :  I  have  a  ftrange  fancy  come  into 
my  head  this  very  moment  ;  will  you  gratify  my 
curiofity  with  but  opening  and  emptying  one 
fmall  cheft  or  coffer  that  I  have  caft  my  eye 
upon  ?  there  may  be  nothing  in  it,  for  you  are 
fatisfy'd,  I  believe,  that  I  was  never  here  be¬ 
fore  ;  but  I  have  a  ftrange  notion  that  there  are 
fome  private  places  in  it  which  you  have  not 
found  •  perhaps  there  may  be  nothing  in  them, 
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The  gentleman  looks  at  the  cheft  fmiling,  I 
remember  opening  it  very  well  ;  and  turning  to 
his  fcrvmtfNiYi,  fays  he,  don’t  you  remember  that 
cheft?  yes,  fir,  fays  Will,  very  well,  I  remember 
you  were  To  weary  you  fat  down  upon  the  cheft 
when  every  thing  was  out  of  it,  you  clap’d  down 
the  lid,  and  fat  down,  and  fent  me  to  my  lady 
to  bring  you  a  dram  of  citron  ;  you  laid  you 
were  fo  tired  you  was  ready  to  faint. 

Well,  fir,  ’twas  only  a  fancy  of  mine,  and 
very  likely  to  have  nothing  in  it. 

’Tis  no  mater  for  that,  fays  the  gentleman,  you 
fhall  fee  it  turn’d  bottom  up  again  before  your 
face,  and  fo  you  fhall  all  the  reft,  if  you  do  but 
fpeak’  the  word. 

Well,  fir,  jays  the  doffior ,  if  you  will  oblige 
me  but  with  that  one,  I  will  trouble  you  no  far¬ 
ther. 

Immediately  the  gentleman  caufes  the  coffer 
to  be  drag’d  out  and  open’d  •,  for  it  would  not 
be  lock’d,  the  key  would  neither  lock  it  nor  un¬ 
lock  it:  when  the  papers  were  all  out,  the  doc¬ 
tor  turning  his  face  another  way,  as  if  he  would 
look  among  the  papers,  but  taking  little  or  no 
notice  of  the  cheft,  ftoop’d  down,  and  as  if  fup- 
porting  himfelf  with  his  cane,  chops  his  cane 
into  the  cheft,  but  fnatcht  it  out  again  haftily, 
as  if  it  had  been  a  miftake,  and  turning  to  the 
cheft  he  claps  the  lid  of  it  down,  and  fits  down 
upon  it,  as  if  he  was  a  weary  too. 

However  he  takes  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  to 
the  Gentleman  foftly,  to  fend  away  his  man,  a 
moment;  for  I‘ would  fpeak  a  word  or  two  with 
you,  fir,  fays  he,  out  of  his  hearing  ;  and  then  re¬ 
collecting  himfelf,  fir,  Jays  he  aloud ,  can  you  not 
ftnd  for  a  hammer  and  a  chifel  ? 

E  2. 


Yes, 


Yes,  fir,  fays  t1  c  gentleman .  Go  Will,  fays  he  to 
his  man ,  fetch  a  hammer  and  chile] . 

As  foon  as  Will  was  gone,  Nov/,  fir,  fays  he , 
let  me  fay  a  bold  .word  to  you  *,  I  have  found  your 
writing  ;  I  have  found  your  grand  deed  of  fettle- 
ment ;  Til  lay  you  a  hundred  guineas  i  have  it  in 
this  coffer  ? 

The  gentleman  takes  up  the  lid  again, 
handles  the  cheft,  looks  over  every  part  of  it  •, 
but  could  fee  nothing  ;  he  is  confounded  and 
amazed  !  What  do  ye  mean  r  fays  he  to  the 
c loElor ,  you  have  no  unufual  art  I  hop'",  no 
conjuring  in  hand  ;  here’s  nothing  but  an 
empty  coffer  ? 

Not  I  upon  my  word,  fays  the  doEtor ,  I  am 
no  Magician,  no  Cunning-Man,  I  abhor  it  ; 
but  I  tell  you  again  the  Writing  is  in  this  coffer. 

The  gentleman  knocks,  and  calls  as  if  he 
>vas  frighted,  for  his  man  with  a  hammer,  but 
the  debtor  fat  competed  again  upon  the  lid  of  the 
coffer. 

At  lafe  up  comes  the  man  with  the  hammer 
a,nd  chid,  and  the  doblor  goes  to  work  with 
the  chef  ,  knocks  upon  the  flat  of  the  bottom: 
hark!  fays,  he  don't  you  hear  it,  fir,  fays  he, 
don't  yen  hear  it  plainly  ?’ 

Hear  what  ?  Jays  the  gen  tel  man,  I  don’t  un¬ 
derhand  you,  indeed- 

Why  the  cheft  has  a  double  Bottom,  fir,  a 
falfe  Bottom,  fay  the  doctor  \  don’t  you  hear 
it  found  hollow  ? 

In  a  word,  they  immediately  fplit  the  inner 
Bottom  open,  and  there  lay  the  parchment 
fpread  abroad  fat  on  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
Bottom  of  the  trunk,  as  a  quire  of  paper  is  laid 
on  the  flat  of  a  drawer.  '  .  * 

It 


It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  defcribe  the  joy 
and  furprize  of  the  gentleman,  and  loon  after 
of  the  whole  family  *,  for  the  gentleman  fent  lor 
his  lady,  and  two  of  his  daughters,  up  into  the 
garret  among  all  the  Rubbifh,  to  fee  not  the 
writing  only,  but  the  Place  where  it  was  found, 
and  the  manner  how. 

You  may  eafily  fuppofe  the  debtor  was  ca- 
refs’d  with  uncommon  civilities  in  the  fami¬ 
ly,  and  fent  up  (alter  about  a  week’s  day)  in 
the  gentleman’s  own  coach  to  London.  I  do 
not  remember  whether  he  difclofed  the  fecret  to 
the  gentleman  or  no :  I  mean  the  fecret  of  the 
apparition,  by  which  the  place  where  the  writing 
was  to  be  found,  w;as  difeovered  to  him,  and  who 
obliged  him  to  come  down  on  purpofe  to  find 
it  :  I  fay,  I  do  not  remember  that  part,  neither 
is  it  material.  As  far  as  I  have  had  the  dory 
related,  fo  far  I  have  handed  it  forward  ;  and 
I  have  the  truth  of  it  affirmed  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  I  cannot  doubt  it. 

STORY.  HI. 

Afoldier  in  colonel  Venables  regiment  that 
came  out  of  Ireland,  looked  melancholy 
and  pined,  and  grew  fo  pale  and  thin,  that  he 
was  worn  almoft  to  a  fkeleton.  His  officer, 
thinking  the  poor  fellow  might  have  fome  caufe 
for  grief  which  it  might  be  in  his  power  to  re¬ 
move,  kindly  urged  him  to  declare  what  it  was 
that  made  him  fo  wretched  and  at  lad,  the 
foldier,  unable  longer  to  endure  the  racking  tor¬ 
ments  of  his  own  mind,  made  a  confeflion  to  his 
captain,  that  he  formerly  had  been  a  fervant  to 
a  man  that  carried  about  dockings  and  fuch  ware 
to  fell  5  and  that  lor  his  money  he  Jiad  mur¬ 
dered 


dered  his  mailer,  and  buried  him  in  fuch  a  place  ; 
that  he  had  immediately  fled  into  Ireland,  and 
inlifted  himfelf  for  a  foldfer  ;  that  he  had  never 
enjoyed  any  happy  hours,  but  particularly  from 
the  time  he  had  landed  in  England  ;  that  he 
had  every  night  been  haunted  with  the  ghoft  of 
his  mailer ;  who  faid  to  him,  “  Wilt  thou  not 
“  yet  confefs  thy  wicked  murder.”  He  added, 
that  he  was  now  glad  to  fuffer  death  at  once,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  lingering  punifhment  .of  wall¬ 
ing  by  degrees  under  exceffive  tortures.  Fie  af¬ 
terwards  made  a  proper  confeffion  before  a  ma- 
giftrate  :  the  body  was  fearched  for  and  found, 
and  the  man  was  hanged  in  chains  where  the  mur¬ 
der  was  committed. 

STORY  IV. 

A  Traveller  was  found  murdered  near  Itzhow 
JT\  in  Denmark  ;  and  becaule  the  murderer 
was  unknown,  the  magillrates  caufed  the  hand 
of  the  flain  to  be  cut  off,  and  hung  up  by  a 
f  ring  to  the  top  of  a  room  in  the  town-prifon. 
Ten  years  after,  the  murderer  came  into  that 
room,  having  been  taken  up  for  fome  very  flight 
offence,  and  the  hand  immediately  began  to  drop 
blood  upon  the  table  that  Food  underneath  it. 

I  he  goaler  on  that,  accufed  the  prifoner  with  the 
murder,  who  ftruck  with  the  apparent  judgment 
of  God,  in  the  difcovery  of  it,  confefled  the  fa6l, 
and  fubmittcd  to  the  punifhment  fo  juftly  due  to 
his  crime. 


STORY 

IN  the  northern  part  of  England  (I  think  in 
Lancalhire  :  for  I  had  the  (lory  from  a  clergy¬ 
man  of  that  country)  the  minifter  before,  he  be- 

£a  tx 


gan  to  read  prayers  at  church,  faw  a  paper  ]yin£ 
in  his  book,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  banns 
of  marriage.  He  opened  it,  and  faw  written  in 
a  fair  and  diftinCt  hand,  words  to  the  following 
purpofe,  “  That  John  P.  and  J  ames  D.  had 
“  murdered  a  travelling  man,  had  robbed  him  of 
his  effects,  and  buried  him  in  luch  an  or- 
<c  chard,5*  1  he  minifter  was  extremely  ftartled, 
and  afked  his  clerk  haftily,  if  he  had  placed  any 
paper  in  the  prayer-book.  The  clerk  declared 
he  had  not  ;  but  the  minifter  prudently  con¬ 
cealed  the  contents  of  the  paper,  for  the  two 
names  therein  contained  were  thofe  of  the  clerk, 
and  the  fexton  of  the  church. 

T  he  miniiter  then  went  directly  to  a  magi  fir  ate, 
told  him  what  had  happened,  and  took  the  paper 
out  of  his  pocket  to  read  it,  when  to  his  great 
furprize  nothing  appeared  thereon,  but  it  was  a 
plain  peace  of  white  paper  !  The  juftice  on  that 
accufed  the  minifter  of  whim  and  fancy,  and  faid 
that  his  head  inuft  certainly  have  been  diftem- 
pered,  when  he  imagined  fuch  ftrange  contents 
on  a  blank  piece  of  paper.  The  good  clergy¬ 
man,  plainly  faw  the  hand  of  God  in  this  matter, 
and  by  earned  intreaties,  prevailed  on  the  juf¬ 
tice,  to  grant  his  warrant  againft  the  clerk  and 
fexton  ;  who  were  taken  up  on  fufpicion,  and  fe- 
parately  confined  and  examined  ;  when  lb  many 
contradictions  appeared  in  their  examination  ;  for 
the  fexton,  who  kept  an  alehoufe,  owned  the 
having  •lodged  fuch  a  man  at  his  houfe,  and  the 
clerk  fa:d,  he  was  that  evening  at  the  fex ton’s, 
but  no  fuch  man  was  there,  that  it  was  thought 
proper  to  fearch  their  houfes,  in  which  were 
found  feveral  pieces  of  gold,  and  fomc  goods 
to  men  that  travel  the  countr 
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7 ;  yet 
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no  pofitive  proof  could  be  made  out,  till  the 
clergyman,  recollecting,  that  the  paper  men¬ 
tioned  the  dead  body  to  be  buried  in  fuch  an  or¬ 
chard,  a  circum  dance  which  had  before  flipped 
his  memory,  the  place  was  fearched,  and  the 
body  was  found :  on  hearing  which,  the  fexton 
confefied  the  fad,  accufing  the  clerk  as  his  ac¬ 
complice,  and  they  were  both  accordingly  exe¬ 
cuted. 

STORY  VI. 

fk  Man  was  taken  up  on  fufpicion  of  murder, 
but  when  brought  to  the  bar,  the  evi¬ 
dence  appeared  not  ltrong  enough  to  convidfc 
him.  He  behaved  with  great  apparent  boldnefs, 
for  he  knew  there  were  no  witnefies  to  the  fad*, 
and  he  had  alfo  taken  all  neceflary  caution  to 
prevent  a  difcovery.  But  the  judge  obferved  in 
the  man’s  countenance,  a  terror  and  coufufion, 
which  his  pretended  boldnefs  could  not  hide, 
and  therefore  kept  his  eye  Readily  fixt  on  him 
the  whole  time.  As  foon  as  the  laft  wi'tnefs 
was  difmifled,  the  man  afked,  if  they  had  any 
more  evidence  againft  him  ;  when  the  judge 
looking  fternly  at  him,  afked  him  if  he  dia  not 
himfelf  know  of  one  more  that  could  appear 
againft  him,  whofe  prefence  would  put  the  mat¬ 
ter  out  of  doubt.  On  which  the  man  ftarted 
and  cried  out,  tc  My  lord,  he  is  not  a  legal 
“  witnefs,  no  man  can  fpeak  in  his  own  caufe, 
nor  was  the  wound  I  gave  him  half  fa  large, 
“  as  what  he  fliews  againft  me.’5  The  judge 
prefently  perceived  by  the  man’s  ftarting,  and 
the  wi ldnels  and  terror  of  his  look,  that  he  either 
faw  the  ghoft  of  the  murdered  man,  or  that  his 

his  guilty  confidence  formed 
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ftach  an  appearance  ;  and  therefore  making  the 
proper  anfwers  from  fuch  a  fuppofition,  he  foon 
brought  the  murderer  to  confefs  the  fad,  for 
which  he  was  condemned,  and  hanged  in  chains, 
at  the  place  where  he  declared  the  murder  was 
committed.  At  his  death  he  averred,  that  the 
ghoft  of  the  murdered  perfon  had  appeared  before 
his  eyes  at  his  trial.  Moretus ,  p.  ioi. 

STORY  VIL 

A  Gentleman  in  good  circumftances  about  the 
year  1 640,  murdered  his  friend,  a  man  in 
bufinefs,  near  Bow-church  in  Cheapfide ;  and 
with  fuch  circumftances  of  malice,  revenge  and 
■cruelty,  as  made  it  impoffible  for  him  to  exped 
any  mercy.  He  therefore  made  his  efcape  into 
France,  where  he  lived  for  fome  years  :  But 
from  the  horrors  of  his  guilty  conicience,  which 
almoft  every  night  prefented  before  his  eyes, 
whether  fleeping  or  waking,  his  murdered  friend, 
he  felt  ton-fold  the  punifhment,  which,  by  flight, 
he  vainly  hoped  to  efcape.  After  twenty  years 
refidence,  or  rather  wandering  abroad,  through 
molt  part  of  Europe,  he  refoived  to  venture 
back  into  England.  He  changed  his  name  ; 
and  as  time,  and  the  change  of  climates  had  al¬ 
tered  his  perfon,  he  doubted  not  but  lie  might 
in  fome  retired  part  of  his  own  country,  wear 
out  the  remainder  of  his  days ;  and  perhaps,  re¬ 
cover  that  peace  of  mind,  which  he  had  there 
left  behind  him.  But  publick  juftice,  though 
flow,  at  laft  overtook  him  :  For  the  very  even¬ 
ing  that  he  landed  in  a  wherry  at  Queenhithe- 
ftairs,  walking  up  to  Cheapfide,  in  order  to  get 
into  a  coach,  juft  in  the  dufk,  and  by  the  very 
door  of  his  murdered  friend,  he  heard  a  voice 
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cry  out,  “  Stop  him,  flop  him,  there  he  is.” 
On  this  he  ran  as  faft  as  he  was  able,  and  foon 
found  himfelf  followed  by  a  large  mob.  He 
w.ii  quickly  overtaken  and  feized,  on  which  he 
cried  out,  “  I  confefs  the  faft,  I  am  the  man 
"  that  did  it.”  The  mob  on  that  faid,  as  he 
had  confefled  the  crime,  they  would  proceed  to 
execution  ;  and,  after  making  him  refund  the 
liolen  goods,  would  give  him  the  difcipline  of 
pumping,  kenneling  and  the  like :  on  which  he 
faid  he  had  ftolen  nothing,  for  though  he  had 

murdered  Mr.  L - ,  yet  he  had  no  intention 

of  robbing  his  houfe.  By  this  anfwer  the  mob, 
found  themfelves  milfaken,  for  they  were  purfu- 
ing  a  pickpocket,  and  feeing  this  man  run  hard, 
believed  him  to  be  the  pickpocket  ;  but  now 
were  for  letting  him  go  as  a  perfon  diftraded, 
that  knew  not  what  he  faid.  One  man  however 
who  lived  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  had  heard 

of  the  murder  of  Mr.  L - ,  defired  that  this 

gentleman  might  be  examined  before  a  magis¬ 
trate,  and  he  was  accordingly  carried  before  the 
Lord-Mayor,  who  took  his  confeflion  of  the  fad, 
for  which  he  was  foon  after  hanged  :  and  he  de¬ 
clared  at  the  gallows,  that  the  day  of  his  execu¬ 
tion,  was  the  happied  day  he  had  known  fince 
he  had  committed  that  horid,  treacherous,  in¬ 
human  ad,  the  murder  of  a  friend,  who  loved 
him,  and  to  whom  he  lay  under  the  higheft  obli¬ 
gations.  [Mcretus* s  fecrets  of  the  invisible  world 
difclofcd.  p.  105.] 
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STORY  VIII. 


IN  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  one  Ann  Waters 
having  an  unlawful  and  wanton  intercourfewitli 
a  young  man  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  finding 
her  hufband  fome  embarrafiinent  to  their  wicked 
pleafures,  determined  to  put  him  out  of  the  way  ; 
and  accordingly  one  night,  afiified  by  her  pa¬ 
ramour,  fhe  ftrangled  her  hufband,  and  they  bu¬ 
ried  his  body  under  a  dung-hill  in  the  cow- 
houfe.  The  man  was  milling,  and  his  wife  made 
fuch  a  lamentation  about  him,  that  the  people 
greatly  pitied  her,  and  gave  her  all  the  afiillance 
in  their  power  in  fearching  for  her  hufband  ;  but 
as  fhe  knew  where  fhe  had  laid  him,  fhe  took 
care  to  diredl  their  fearch  far  from  the  place 

where  her  barbarity  would  have  been  difco- 
vered. 

After  the  fearch  was  at  an  end,  and  it  was 
imagined,  that  the  man  might  be  gone  away  for 
debt,  without  acquainting  his  wife  with  his  in¬ 
tentions  ;  a  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  dreamt 
that  a  jlranger  told  her,  that  Ann  Waters  had 
ftrangled  her  hufband,  and  hid  him  under  the 
dunghill.  She  at  firft  difregarded  the  dream,  but 
it  being  repeated  feveral  nights,  it  began  pub- 
lickly  to  be  talked  of;  and  at  length  they  got 
authority  to  fearch  the  dunghill,  where  the  dead 
body  was  found  ;  and  other  concurrent  circum- 
ftances  appearing,  the  wife  was  apprehended  and 
convidted  of  the  murder,  which  before  her  exe¬ 
cution  fhe  confeffed,  and  impeached  the  young 
fellow,  her  accomplice  :  he,  on  her  being  appre¬ 
hended,  immediately  fled,  but  was  purfued  and 
taken,  and  on  his  own  confeflion  was  alfo  executed 
:  F  2  for 
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for  the  murder.  Ann  Waters  was  burnt,  and 
her  paramour  was  hang’d  in  chains. 


[ Turner  29.  Wanly*. s  wonders,  &c.  1.  1 
c.  41.  p.  90.  Baker’s  Chron.  p.  614.] 


STORY 


N  the  year  1690,  a  man  in  Ireland  dreamed 
that  he  was  riding  out  with  a  relation  of  his, 
who  lived  at  Amefbury,  in  Wiltfnire,  on  the 
downs  near  that  town  •,  and  that  his  relation  was 
robbed  and  murderd  by  two  men,  whofe  perfons 
,  and  drefs  he  perfectly  remembered.  His  dream 
was  fo  ftrong,  that  he  wrote  to  his  coufin  at 
Amefbury,  begging  him  not  to  ride  late,  and 
then  related  the  dream  he  had  had  concerning 
him.  The  man  received  the  letter,  but  laughed 
at  the  caution ;  and  the  next  night  on  the  very 
fpot  therein  mentioned,  he  was  both  robbed  and 
murdered.  His  wife  extremely  afflicted  for  his 
lofs,  fhewed  this  letter  to  her  friends,  and  from 
the  exaCt  defeription  of  the  murderers  they  were 
taken  up,  feparately  confined,  and  by  their  equi¬ 
vocal  and  contradictory  anfwers,  fome  of  the 
murdered  man’s  things  being  alfo  found  upon 
them,  they  were  convicted,  and  hanged  in  chains 
on  the  fpot  where  the  murder  was  committed. 

[ Turner ,  p.  54.] 


S  T  O  R  Y  X. 


TWO  Arcadians  of  intimate  acquaintance, 
lodged  atMaegara.  One  at  a  friend’s  houfe. 


the  other  at  an  inn.  He  that  lodged  with  his 
friend,  faw  in  his  fleep,  his  companion  fuppli- 

cating 
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eating  his  hoft  not  to  kill  him  ;  and  heard  his 
voice  begging  him  to  come  to  his  affiftance.  Sud¬ 
denly  awaking,  he  ftarted  trom  his  bed,  and  was 
haftily  running  out  of  the  room  ,  but  recollecting 
his  fenfes,  he  found  he  had  only  been  in  a  dream, 
he  therefore  returned  to  his  bed,  and  compofed 
liimfelf  again  to  deep.  His  friend  again  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  with  feveral  wounds  in  his  body, 
and  faid,  “  Since  you  could  not  prevent  my 
cc  murder,  yet  I  conjure  you  to  revenge  it.  My 
<c  hoft  has  killed  me,  and  has  laid  my  body  at 
cc  the  bottom  of  a  dung- cart,  and  is  now  car- 
“  rying  it  out  of  the  weft  gate  of  the  city'.”  The 
man  at  this  fuddenly  awaked  again,  and  putting 
on  his  clothes,  ran  haftily  to  the  weftern  gate, 
where  he  overtook  the  cart,  and  under  a  heap  of 
dung,  found  the  mangled  body  of  his  murdered 
friend.  The  inn-keeper  was  feized,  and  buffered 
the  punifhment  he  fo  well  delerved. 

[Turner  49.  Valer  Maxim.  1.  c.  7.  Dr.  Moore 
Immort.  of  the  foul.  1.  2.  c.  16.]. 

STORY  XI. 

\ 

IN  the  weft  of  England  a  man  had  been  mur- 
murdered,  but  four  years  had  paffed,  and 
the  murderer  had  not  been  difeovered.  In  a  large 
company  of  men  met  together  at  an  ordinary, 
one  of  them  looking  earneftly  at  a  grazier,  cry’d 
out,  “  You  are  the  man,  fir,  that  four  years 

<c  ago  killed  farmer  W - The  grazier 

turn’d  as  pale  as  death,  and  ftagger’d  fo,  that 
he  was  forced  to  fit  down  in  a  chair.  The  com¬ 
pany  gathered  round  him,  and  afk’d  him,  if 
the  accufation  was  juft.  He  fell  on  his  knees, 
and  with  great  contrition  and  tears,  confcfled  the 
fadt,  and  was  condemned  and  executed  for  the 

ft 
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fame.  The  perfon  who  taxed  the  grazier  with  the 
murder,  being  afked  on  what  foundation  he  had 
accufed  him,  declared,  that  it  was  no  other  than 
a  fh-ong  and  fudden  impulfe,  which  he  could  not 
relitt,  although  his  life  might  have  paid  the  for- 
ieit  for  his  fpeech. 

1  his  ftory  was  given  me  by  a  reverend  clergy¬ 
man  of  Wiltfliire.  b) 


STORY  XII. 

A  Gentleman  of  high  rank  and  fortune  abroad, 
had  invited  feveral  officers  to  dine  with  him, 
(amongft  which  was  the  father  of  the  gentleman 
who  told  me  the  ftory)  and  juft  as  they  fat  down 
to  the  table,  one  of  the  officers  looking  up 
cryki  out  “  Good  God !  I  am  a  dead  man,  take 
“  her  away,  for  pity's  fake  take  her  away,  for 
“  1  cannot  bear  that  look.’5  And  he  immedi¬ 
ately  fell  from  his  chair  in  a  fit  upon  the  floor. 

I  hey  gave  him  all  proper  afiiftance,  and  reco¬ 
vered  him  enough  to  place  him  again  on  his  feat, 
when  looking  to  the  fame  fide  of  the  room,  he 
again  cry’d  out,  “  There  foe  is  ftill,  take  her 
away  or  I  fhall  confefs  all,  and  fuffer  the  pu- 
cc  nifhment  I  fo  well  deferve.55  He  then  fell  in¬ 
to  a  ftronger  fit  than  before ;  and  the  gentleman 
ol  the  houfe  having  great  compaffion  for  the  poor 
man,  and  thinking  he  was  feized  with  a  frenzy 
fever,  ordered  him  to  be  carried  up  flairs,  and 
put  to  bed,  and  fent  to  the  next  town,  which 
was  fix  miles  off,  for  a  furgeon  to  let  him 
blood,  * 
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One 


One  of  the  company  obferving,  that  his  agonies; 
came  on,  and  by  his  looking  up  at  a  picture 
which  hung  in  the  room,  asked  the  gentleman 
of  the  houfe,  whofe  picture  it  was  ?  to  which  he 
anfwerea,  That  it  was  the  picture  of  a  young  lady, 
who  about  two  years  before  had  been  found  mur¬ 
dered  in  her  bed,  and  her  houfe  robbed  of  all  the 
moft  valuable  effects  in  it;  that  there  never  had 
yet  been  the  lead  trace  to  find  out  the  murderer: 
that  all  the  remainder  of  her  furniture  had  been 
publickly  fold,  and  that  he  had  bought  that  por¬ 
trait  as  being  well  drawn,  and  the  reprefentation 
of  a  fine  woman.  The  gentleman  of  the  houfe 
then  asked  the  other  officers,  what  they  knew  of 
the  man  who  was  gone  to  bed  in  a  fit,  for  he  had 
only  invited  him  out  of  civility  to  the  reft  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  regiment.  They  declared  they 
knew  nothing  of  his  family,  but  that  he  had 
lately  bought  a  pair  of  colours. 

As  loon  as  the  furgeon  arrived,  he  blooded  the 
fick  man,  who  again  came  to  his  fenfes  ;  and  being 
asked,  what  had  given  him  fo  much  uneafinefs, 
he  looked  wildly,  would  give  no  anfwer,  and 
only  muttered  that  he  was  fubjedl  to  fuch  fits ; 
but  looking  up  earneftly  in  the  furgeon’s  face,  he 
feem’d  in  great  confufion,  and  they  apprehended, 
was  again  falling  into  a  fit.  The  gentleman  of 
the  houfe  taking  the  furgeon  apart,  asked  him, 
If  he  knew  the  perfon  he  had  blooded  ?  The 
furgeon  anfwered,  that  he  believed  he  did  not 
know  him,  for  he  heard  he  was  an  officer  in  the 
army ;  whereas  he  fhould  otherwife  have  taken 
him  for  a  ftrolling  idle  fellow,  that  he  once  re* 
membered  to  have  feen,  who  was  not  likely,  ci¬ 
ther  by  his  birth  or  fortune,  to  bear  the  king’s 
commiffion,  The  gentleman  defired  the  furgeon 

to 


[  42  } 

to  go  to  him  again,  and  to  accoft  him  by  the 
name  of  that  vagabond,  to  fee  what  effedt  it 
would  have  on  him,  and  if  it  was  a  miftake,  it 
was  eafy  to  afk  his  pardon,  and  it  would  foon 
be  made  up.  The  furgeon  returning  into  the 
room,  came  familiarly  up  to  the  officer,  who  was 
Hill  in  bed,  took  him  by  the  hand  and  faid, 
“  How  is  it  Pedro  ?  I  little  thought  to  have  feen 
cc  you  here,  nor  knew  you  juft  now  while  you 
4C  was  in  your  fit.”  On  which  he  cried  out, 
“  Well,  fince  I  find  I  am  difcovered,  I  will  con- 
“  fefs  all,  if  you  will  not  let  me  look  on  that 
tc  face  in  the  parlour  any  more.”  He  accord¬ 
ingly,  before  the  gentleman  of  the  houfe,  made 
a  full  confeffion  of  his  having  entered  the  houfe 
of  the  lady,  whofe  picture  had  fo  terrified  him, 
and  by  the  help  of  one  of  her  fervants,  whom  he 
killed  and  buried  in  the  cellar,  and  who,  it  was 
fuppofed,  was  fled  for  the  robbery  and  murder, 
had  rifled  the  houfe,  and  murdered  the  lady. 
That  he  found  five  hundred  pound  in  gold  in  her 
bureau,  with  which  he  equipped  himfelf  for  the 
army  •  but  all  her  jewels,  plate,  &c.  he  had  bu¬ 
ried  for  fear  of  a  difcovery,  in  a  place,  where  by 
his  direction,  they  were  all  found  as  was  alfo 
the  bones  of  the  murdered  fervant  in  the  cellar. 
He  was  accordingly  executed  for  the  fame. 

STORY  XIII. 

IN  the  year  1611,  Sir  Thomas  Glover,  then 
being  our  ambafTadorat  Conltantinople,  fome 
of  his  fervants  were  one  day  diverting  themfelves 
with  throwing  fnow-balls,  when  one  of  the  am- 
baffador’s  fervants  threw  a  ball,  which  hit  a  Turk 
luch  a  blow  on  the  eyey  that  it  ftruck  him  inftantly 
dead. 


t  43.'] 

The  aga  of  the  janifaries  complained  to  the 
grand  vifier,  and  the  grand  vifier  demanded  the 
Servant  of  the  ambaffador  to  be  given  up  to  pub¬ 
lic  juftice. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  ambaffador  urged  that 
the  blow  was  given  by  accident,  and  not  by  de~ 
lign  ;  tor  the  grand  vifier  infifted  that  he  would 
have  blood  for  blood,  which  is  a  law  never  dif- 
penied  with  among  the  Turks.  The  ambaffador 
then  declared,  that  he  knew  not  which  of  his 
fervants  to  deliver  up*  for  he  could  not  difcover 
by  whofe  hand  the  ball  had  been  thrown  $  but  to 
prevent  a  tumult  which  teemed  beginning  to  arife 
(and  the  end  of  which  might  have  reached  even  to 
the  throne)  he  ordered  all  his  fervants  to  appear, 
and  promifed  to  give  up  the  man  that  fhould  be 
pronounced  guilty.  Five  or  fix  Turks  inttantly 
feized  on  one  Simon  Dibbins,  a  man  newly  come 
from  Candia,  and  the  red  of  the  janifaries,  with 
one  voice ,  declared  him  to  be  the  guilty 
man. 

The  ambaffador,  knowing  this  man  to  have 
been  abfent  from  the  place  when  the  fnow-ball 
was  thrown,  again  protected  with  great  vehe¬ 
mence  againlt  his  execution  :  but  finding  that 
neither  intreaties,  nor  great  fums  of  money  which 
were  offered,  could  prevail  for  his  enlargement, 
after  they  had  once  feized  on  him,  he  thought 
it  was  better  that  one  man  (innocent  as  lie  thought 
him)  fhould  iuffer,  than  by  any  farther  opposi¬ 
tion,  to  run  the  rifque  of  lcling  many  lives  by  a 
general  infurredion. 

The  day  of  his  execution  being  fixed,  the  am¬ 
baffador  fent  his  chaplain  to  him  in  prifon,  and 
Dibbins  then  confeffed,  that  he  had,  fome  years 
before,  killed  a  man  in  England,  and  for  fear  of 
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detection,  had  fled  to  Candia  ;  but  he  faid,  he 
was  now  convinced,  that  the  general  out-cry  a- 
gainft  him  was  the  voice  of  God,  by  that  means 
to  bring  him  to  juftice,  for  a  moft  bloody  and 
premeditated  murder. 

He  was  accordingly  executed  before  the  gate 
of  the  ambaflador’s  houfe,  who  from  the  account 
given  by  his  chaplain,  was  very  well  fatisfied  to 
find,  that,  by  the  death  of  Dibbins,  a  murderer 
was  punifhed,  and  an  innocent  man  who  was  only 
the  accidental  caufe  of  a  Turk’s  death,  was  faved 
from  a  fentence  which  would  have  been  as  hard 
on  him,  as  it  was  juft  on  the  wretch  who  fuffered 
no  more  than  he  really  deferved. 

Knowle* s  Turkifh  Hift.  p.  134. 

STORY  XIV. 

The  account  of  the  apparition  of  fir  George 
Villers,  relating  to  the  murder  of  the  duke 
of  Buckingham  his  fon,  as  taken  from  the 
lord  Clarendon’s  hiftory  of  the  rebellion 
is  as  follows.  * 

THERE  were  many  ftories  fcatter’d  abroad 
at  that  time  of  feveral  prophecies  and  pre¬ 
dictions  of  the  duke’s  untimely  and  violent  death; 
amongft  the  reft,  there  was  one  which  was 
upon  a  better  foundation  of  credit  than  ufually 
fuch  difcourfes  are  founded. 

There  was  an  officer  in  the  king’s  ward¬ 
robe  in  Windfor-Caflle,  of  a  good  reputation 
for  honefty  and  difcretion,  and  then  about 
the  age  of  fifty  years  or  more. 

This 


This  man  had  in  his  youth  been  bred  in  a 
fchool  in  the  parifh  where  fir  George  V filers, 
the  father  of  the  duke,  lived,  and  had  been 
much  cherifhed  and  obliged  in  that  feafon  of 
his  age  by  the  faid  fir  George,  whom  after¬ 
wards  he  never  faw. 

About  fix  months  before  the  miferable  end 
of  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  about  midnight, 
this  man  being  in  his  bed  at  Windfor,  where 
his  office  was,  and  in  very  good  health,  there 
appeared  to  him  on  the  fide  of  his  bed,  a  man 
of  a  very  venerable  afpeft,  who  drew  the  cur¬ 
tains  of  his  bed,  and  fixing  his  Eyes  upon  him, 
asked  him  if  he  knew  him. 

The  poor  man,  half  dead  with  fear  and  ap- 
prehenfion,  being  ask’d  the  fecond  time,  whe** 
ther  he  remembred  him,  and  having  in  that 
time  called  to  his  memory  the  prefence  of  fir 
George  Villers,  and  the  very  cloaths  he  ufed 
to  wear,  in  which  at  that  time  he  feem’d  to  be 
habited,  he  anfwered  him,  that  he  thought 
him  to  be  that  perfon  ;  he  replied,  he  was  in 
the  right,  that  he  was  the  fame,  and  that  he 
expefted  a  fervice  from  him,  which  was,  that 
he  fhould  go  from  him,  to  his  fon  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  and  tell  him,  if  he  did  not  fome- 
what  to  ingratiate  himfelf  to  the  people,  or  at 
lead  to  abate  the  extreme  malice  which  they 
had  againft  him,  he  would  be  differed  to  live 
but  a  fihort  time. 

After  this  difeourfe  he  difappeared,  and  the 
poor  man  (if  he  had  been  at  ail  waking)  flept 
very  well  ’till  morning,  when  he  believed  all 
this  to  be  a  Dream,  and  confidcred  it  no  other- 
wife. 
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The  next  night,  or.  fhortly  after,  the  fame 
perion  appeared  to  him  again,  in  the  lame  place, 
and  about  the  fame  time  of  the  night,  with 
an  afpeft  a  little  more  fevere  than  before,  and 
asked  him,  whether  he  had  done  as  he  had  re¬ 
quired  ot  him  ;  t  and  perceiving  he  had  not, 
gave  him  very  fevere  reprehenfions,  told  him 
he  expedted  more  compliance  from  him,  and 
that  it  he  did  not  perform  his  commands,  he 
fhould  enjoy  no  peace  of  mind  j  but  fhould 
always  be  purfu’d  by  him:  Upon  which,  he 
promifed  him  to  obey.  But  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  waking  out  of  a  good  fleep,  the’  he  was 
exceedingly  perplexed  with  the  lively  repre- 
fentation  of  all  particulars  to  his  memory,  he 
was  ftill  willing  to  perfuade  himfelf  that  that  he  had 
only  dreamed,  and  confidered  that  he  was  a 
perfori  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  duke;  that 
he  knew  not  how  to  find  out  any  admilfion 
to  his  prefence,  much  lefs  had  any  hope  to  be 
believed  in  what  he. fhould  lav  ;  fo  with  great 
trouble  and  unquietnefs  he  ipent  fome  time 
in  thinking  what  he  fhould  do  :  and  in  the  end 
rcfolved  to  do  nothing  in  the  matter. 

The  fame  pcrfon  appeared  to  him  the  third 
time  with  a  ‘terrible  countenance,  and  bitter¬ 
ly  reproaching  him  for  not  performing  what 
he  had  promifed  to  do.  The  poor  man  had, 
by  this  time,  recovered  the  courage  to  tell  him, 
that  in  truth  he  had  deferred  the  execution 
of  his  commands,  upon  confidering  how  diffi¬ 
cult  a  thing  it  would  be  for  him  to  get  any  ac- 
cefs  to  the  duke,  having  acquaintance  with 
no  perfon  about  him  ;  and  if  he  fhould  obtain 
admiflion  to  him,  he  fhould  never  be  able  to 
perfuade  him  that  he  was  font  in  luch  a  man- 
•  '  ner  ; 
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ner  ;  that  he  fhould  at  leaft  be  thought  to  be 
mad,  or  to  be  jet  on  and  employed  by  his  own, 
or  the  malice  of  other  men  to  abuie  the  duke; 
and  fo  he  fhould  be  jure  to  be  undone. 

The  perfon  reply ’d,  as  he  had  done  before, 
that  he  fhould  never  find  reft  ’till  he  fhould 
perform  what  he  required,  and  therefore  he 
were  better  to  difpatch  it  ;  that  the  accefs  to 
his  fori  was  known  to  be  very  eafy,  and  that 
few  men  waited  long  for  him  ;  and  for  the 
gaining  him  credit,  he  would  tell  him  two  or 
three  particulars,  which  he  charged  him  never 
to  mention  to  any  perfon  living  but  to  the 
duke  himlelf ;  and  he  fhould  no  foooncr  hear 
them  but  he  fhould  believe  all  the  reft  he 
fhould  fay  •  and  lo  repeating  his  threats,  he 
left  him. 

In  the  morning  the  poor  man,  more  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  laft  appearance,  made  his  jour¬ 
ney  to  London,  where  the  court  then  was  ; 
he  was  very  well  known  to  fir  Ralph  Freeman, 
one  of  the  mafters  of  requefts,  who  had  mar¬ 
ried  a  lady  that  was  nearly  aliyed  to  the  duke, 
and  was  himfelf  well  received  by  him  :  To 
him  this  man  went,  and  tho*  he  did  not  ac¬ 
quaint  him  with  all  the  particulars,  he  faid  e- 
nough  to  let  him  know  there  was  fomething  ex¬ 
traordinary  in  it  s  and  the  knowledge  he  had 
of  the  fobriety  and  diferetion  of  the  man, 
made  the  more  im predion  on  him  :  He  defired 
that  by  his  means  he  might  be  brought  to  the 
duke  in  fucli  a  place  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
fhould  be  thought  fit,  affirming  that  he  had 
much  to  fay  to  him,  and  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
>vould  require  much  privacy,  and  fome  time 
and  patience  in  the  hearing. 

^  c* 
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Sir  Ralph  promifed  he  would  fpeak  firft  with 
the  duke  of  him,  and  then  he  fhould  under¬ 
hand  his  pleafure ;  and  accordingly,  the  firft 
opportunity  he  did  inform  him  of  the  repu¬ 
tation  and  honelty  of  the  man,  and  then  what 
he  defired,  and  of  all  he  knew  of  the  matter* 

T  he  duke,  according  to  his  ufual  opennefs 
and  condefcention,  told  him,  that  he  was  the 
next  day  early  to  hunt  with  the  king  ;  that 
his  horfes  fhould  attend  him  at  Lambeth-Bridge, 
where  he  fhould  land  by  five  of  the  clock  in 
the  morning  ;  and  if  the  man  attended  him 
there  at  that  hour,  he  would  walk  and  fpeak  with 
him  as  long  as  fhould  be  neceffary. 

Sir  Ralph  carried  the  man  with  him  the 
next  morning,  and  prefented  him  to  the  duke 
at  his  landing,  who  received  him  courteoufly, 
and  walked  alide  in  conference  near  an  hour  * 
none  but  his  own  fervants  being  at  that  hour 
in  that  place  •  and  they  and  fir  Ralph  at  fuch  a 
diftance,  that  they  could  not  hear  a  word, 
tho*  the  duke  fometimes  fpoke  loud,  and  with 
great  commotion,  which  fir  Ralph  the  more 
eafily  obferved  and  perceived,  becaufe  he  kept 
his  eyes  always  fixed  upon  the  duke,  having 
procured  the  conference  upon  fomewhat  he  kne\y 
there  was  of  extraordinary. 

i  he  man  told  him,  in  his  return  over  the 
water,  that  when  he  mentioned  thofe  particu¬ 
lars  which  were  to  gain  him  credit,  (the  fub- 
ftance  whereof  he  faid  he  durft  not  impart  un¬ 
to  him)  the  duke’s  colour  changed,  and  he 
(wore  he  could  come  at  that  knowledge  only 
by  the  devil,  for  that  thofe  particulars  were 
only  known  to  himfelf  and  to  one  perfon  more, 
who  he  was  fure  would  never  fpeak  of  it. 

The 


The  duke  purfued  his  purpofe  of  hunting, 
but  was  obferved  to  ride  all  the  morning  with 
great  penfivenefs  and  in  deep  thoughts,  with¬ 
out  any  delight  in  the  exercife  he  was  upon  j 
and  before  the  morning  was  fpent,  left  the 
field,  and  alighted  at  his  mother’s  lodgings 
in  Whitehall,  with  whom  he  was  fhut  up  for 
•  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  hours  ;  the  noife 
of  their  difcourfe  frequently  reaching  the  ears 
of  thofe  who  attended  in  the  next  rooms.  And 
when  the  duke  left  her,  his  countenance  ap¬ 
peared  full  of  trouble,  with  a  mixture  of  an¬ 
ger  ;  a  countenance  that  was  never  before  ob¬ 
ferved  in  him  in  any  converfation  with  her  to¬ 
wards  whom  he  had  a  profound  reverence  •,  and  ' 
the  countefs  herfelf  (for  though  fhe  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  a  private  gentleman.  Sir  Thomas  Comp¬ 
ton,  floe  had  been  created  countefs  of  Buck¬ 
ingham  fhortly  after  her  fon  had  firft  affumed  that 
title)  was  at  the  duke’s  leaving  her  found  over¬ 
whelmed  in  Tears,  and  in  the  higheft  agony  ima¬ 
ginable. 

Whatever  there  was  of  all  this,  it  is  notorious 
truth,  that  when  the  news  of  the  dukes’s  murther 
(which  happened  within  a  few  months  after)  was 
brought  to  his  mother,  fhe  feemed  not  in  the  leafb 
degree  furprized,  but  received  it  as  fhe  had  fore- 
feen  it ;  nor  did  afterwards  exprefs  fuch  a  degree 
of  forrow  as  was  expe&ed  from  fuch  a  mother  for 
the  lofs  of  fuch  a  fon. 

*This  ftoryis  related  with  fome  little  circum- 

flantiai 
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fecFet  token  was  an  inceftuous  breach  of  modefty  be¬ 
tween 
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ftantial  difference  by  feveral  confiderable  authors, 

who  all  feem  to  agree  in  the  molt  material  parts 
of  it.  F 

S  T  O  R  Y  XV, 

The  learned  Dr.  Ifaac  Walton,  in  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Donne*  gives  the 
following  remarkable  ftory. 

DR.  Donne  and  his  Wife  living  with  fir  Ro¬ 
bert  Drury,  who  gave  them  a  free  en¬ 
tertainment  at  his  houfe  in  Drury-Lane  ;  it 
happened  that  the  lord  Haye  was  by  King 
James  fent  on  an  ambafiy  to  the  French  Kino- 
Henry  IV.  whom  fir  Robert  relolved  to  ac¬ 
company,  and  engaged  Dr.  Donne  to  go  with 
them,  whofe  wife  was  then  with  child  at  fir 
Robert’s  Houfe.  Two  days  alter  their  arrival 
at  Paris,  Dr.  Donne  was  left  alone  in  that  room, 
in  which  Sir  Robert  and  he,  and  fome  other 
friends,  had  dined  together.  To  this  place  Sir 
Robert  returned  within  half  an  hour  ;  and  as 
he  left,  fo  he  found  Dr.  Donne  alone,  but  in 
fuch  confufion,  and  fo  altered  in  his  looks, 
as  amazed  Sir  Robert  to  behold  him,  infomuch 

that 


tween  the  duke  and  a  certain  lady  too  nearly  related  to 
him,  which  it  furprized  the  duke  to  hear  of  ;  and  that 
as  he  thought  he  had  good  reafons  to  be  lure  the  lady 
would  not  tell  it  of  herfelf,  fo  he  thought  none  but  the 
devil  could  tell  it  befides  her;  and  this  aftonifhed  him, 
fo  that  he  was  very  far  from  receiving  the  man  flightly* 
or  laughing  at  his  mclfagc. 


ihat  he  earneftly  defired  Dr.  Donne  to  declare 
what  had  befallen  him  in  the  Ihort  time  of  his 
abfence  ?  I  o  which  Dr.  Donne  was  not  able 
to  make  a  prelent  anlwer  ;  but  after  a  long 
and  perplexed  paufe,  did  at  laft  fay,  I  have 
feen  a  dreadful  vifion  ;  fince  I  faw  you*  I  have 
feen  my  dear  wife  pafs  twice  by  me,  through 
this  room,  with  her  hair  hanging  about  her 
fhoulders,  and  a  dead  child  in  her  arms  •  this 
I  have  feen  fince  I  faw  you.  Tovvhich  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  reply’d,  Sure,  Sir,  you  have  fiept,  fince  I 
fii>v  you,  and  this  is  the  reiult  of  fome  me¬ 
lancholy  dream,  which  I  defire  you  to  forget* 
for  you  are  now  awake.  To  which  Dr.  Donne’s 
reply  was,  I  cannot  be  furer  that  I  now  live, 
than  that  I  have  not  fiept  fince  I  faw  you,  and 
am  as  fure  at  her  fecond  appearing  fhe  flopped 
and  looked  me  in  the  face  and  vanifhed.  Reft 
and  fleep  had  not  altered  Dr.  Donne’s  opinion 
the  next  day  ;  for  he  then  affirmed  this  vifion 
with  a  more  deliberate,  and  io  confirmed  a  con¬ 
fidence,  that  he  inclined  Sir  Robert  to  a  faint 
belief  that  the  vifion  was  true,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  a  fervant  to  Drury  -  Houfe,  with  a 
charge  to  haften  back  and  bring  him  word 
whether  Mrs.  Donne  were  alive  ;  and  if  alive, 
what  condition  fhe  was  in  as  to  her  health.  The 
twelfth  day  the  meflenger  returned  with  this  ac¬ 
count  :  That  he  found  and  left  Mrs.  Donne 
very  fad  and  fick  in  bed,  and  that  after  a  long 
and  dangerous  labour,  fhe  had  been  delivered 
of  a  dead  child,  and  upon  examination  the 
abortion  proved  to  be  the  fame  day,  and  about 
the  very  hour,  that  Dr.  Donne  affirmed  he  faw 
her  pafs  by  in  his  chamber.  Mr.  Walton  adds 
this  as  a  relation,  which  will  beget  fome  won¬ 
der*  and  well  it  may,  for  moft  of  our  world  are 


at  prefent  pofieffed  with  an  opinion,  that  vifions 
and  miracles  are  ceafed  ;  and  though  it  is  mod 
certain  that  two  lutes,  being  both  ftrong  and 
tuned  to  an  equal  pitch,  and  then  one  play’d 
upon,  the  other,  that  is  not  touched,  being  laid 
upon  the  table  at  a  fit  diftance  will  (like  an  eccho 
to  a  trumpet)  warble  a  faint  audible  harmony  in 
anfwer  to  the  fame  tune,  yet  many  will  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  is  any  fuch  thing  as  a  fympathy 
with  fouls,  &c. 

STORY  XVI. 

The  following  account  was  communicated 
by  fir  Charles  Lee,  to  the  lord  birtiop  of 
Gloucefter,  and  afterwards  publifhed  by 
Mr.  Beaumont  in  his  treatife  offpirits. 

SIR  Charles  Lee,  by  his  firft  lady,  had  on¬ 
ly  one  daughter,  of  which  fhe  died  in 
child-birth  ;  and  when  fhe  died,  her  fifter,  the 
lady  Everard  defired  to  have  the  education  of 
the  child  ;  and  fhe  was  by  her  very  well  educated, 
till  fhe  was  manageable  *,  and  a  match  was  con¬ 
cluded  for  her  with  fir  William  Perkins,  but 
was  then  prevented  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 
Upon  a  thurfday  night  fine  thinking  fhe  faw  a 
light  in  her  chamber  after  fine  was  in  bed,  knock’d 
for  her  maid,  who  prefently  came  to  her  ;  and 
fhe  asked  why  fhe  left  a  candle  burning  in  her 
chamber  ?  The  maid  faid  fhe  left  none,  and 
there  was  none,  but  what  fhe  brought  with  her 
at  that  time.  Then  file  faid  it  was  the  fire : 
but  that  the  maid  told  her  was  quite  out,  and 
faid  file  believed  it  was  only  a  dream  ;  where¬ 
upon  fhe  faid  it  might  be  fo,  and  compofed 

her* 
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herfelf  again  to  fleep  ;  but  about  two  of  the 
clock  fne  was  awaked  again,  and  faw  the  ap¬ 
parition  of  a  little  woman  between  her  curtain 
and  her  pillow,  who  told  her  fhe  was  her  mo¬ 
ther,  and  that  fhe  was  happy,  and  that  by  twelve 
of  the  clock  that  day,  fhe  fhould  be  with  her; 
whereupon  fhe  knocked  again  for  her  maid,  cal¬ 
led  for  her  cloaths,  and  when  fne  was  drefled, 
went  into  her  clofet,  and  came  not  cut  again  till 
nine ;  and  then  brought  out  with  her  a  letter 
iealed  to  her  father,  brought  it  to  her  aunt,  the 
lady  Everard,  told  her  what  had  happened,  and 
defired,  that  as  foon  as  fhe  was  dead,  it  might 
be  fent  to  him  ;  but  the  lady  thought  fhe  was 
fuddenly  fallen  mad,  and  thereupon  fent  pre- 
fently  away  to  Chelmsford  for  a  phyfician  and 
furgeon,  who  both  came  immediately  ;  but  the 
phyfician  could  difcern  no  indication  of  what  the 
lady  imagined,  or  of  any  indifpofition  of  her 
body  *,  notwithffanding  the  lady  would  needs 
have  her  let  blood,  which  was  done  accordingly  ; 
and  when  the  young  woman  had  patiently  let 
them  do  what  they  would  with  her,  fhe  defired 
that  the  chaplain  might  be  called  to  read  prayers, 
and  when  prayers  were  ended,  fhe  took  her  Guit- 
tar  and  Pfalm-book,  and  fat  down  upon  a  chair 
without  arms,  and  played  and  fung  fo  melodi- 
oufly  and  admirably,  that  her  mufick-mafter, 
who  was  then  there,  admired  at  it ;  and  near  the 
ftroke  of  twelve,  fhe  rofe  and  fat  herfelf  down  in 
a  great  chair  with  arms,  and  prefently  fetching 
a  ltrong  breathing  or  two,  immediately  expired, 
and  was  fo  fuddenly  cold,  as  was  much  won¬ 
dered  at  by  the  phyfician  and  furgeon.  She  died 
at  Waltham  in  EfTex,  three  miles  from  Chelmf- 
ford  ;  and  the  letter  was  fent  to  fir  Charles  at: 
his  houfe  in  Warwickfhire :  but  he  was  fo  affiidted 
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vvith  flic  death  of  his  daughter,  that  he  came  not 
till  lir,.  was  buried  :  but  when  he  came  he  caufed 
her  to  be  taken  up,  and  to  be  buried  by  her  mo- 
t  hei  at  Edmund  ton,  as  fhe  defired  in  her  letter 

This  was  abcut  the  y^r  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
^nd  fixty-two  or  fixty-three.  '  *  ' 

STORY  XVII. 

Mr.  James  Douch’s  account  of  the  appari¬ 
tion  of  major  Sydenham  to  capt.  William 
Dyke* 

C CONCERNING  the  appparition  of  the  ghoft 
J  of  major  George  Sydenham  (late  of  Dul- 
verton  in  the  county  of  Somerfet)  to  captain 
William  Dyke  (late  of  Skilgate  in  this  county 
?dfo,  and  now  likewife  deceafed)  be  pleafed  to 
take  tne  relation  of  it  as  I  have  it  from  the 
worthy  and  learned  dr.  Tho.  Dyke,  a  near 
kinfman  of  the  captains,  thus  :  fhortly  after 
tne  majors  death,  the  dodor  was  defired  to 
come  to  the  houfe  to  take  care  of  a  child  that 
was  there  fick,  and  in  his  way  thither  he  called 
on  the  captain,  who  was  very  willing  to  wait 
on  him  to  the  place,  becaufe  he  muft,  as  he  faid 
have  gone  thither  that  Night,  though  he  had 
not  met  with  fo  encourageing  an  opportunity. 
After  their  arrival  there  at  the  houfe,  and  the 
civility  of  the  people  fhewn  them  in  that  en- 
tertan  men!,  they  were  fcalonably  condu&ed  to 
their  lodging,  which  they  defired  might  be 
together  in  the  fame  bed  ;  where,  after  they 
had  lain  a  while  the  captain  knocked  and  bids 
the  iervant  bring  him  two  of  the  larged  can¬ 
dles  lighted  that  he  could  poffibly  get.  Where- 
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upon  the  dodor  enquires  what  he  meant  by 
this  ?  The  captain  anfwers,  you  know  coufin, 
what  disputes  my  major  and  I  have  had  touch¬ 
ing  the  being  of  a  God,  and  the  immortality 
of  the  foul.  In  which  points  wc  could  never 
yet  be  refolved,  though  we  fo  much  fought  for 
and  defiled  it.  And  therefore  it  was  at  length 
fully  agreed  between  us,  that  he  of  us  that  dyed 
firft  fhould  the  third  night  after  his  funeral,  be¬ 
tween  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one,  come 
to  the  little  houfe  that  is  here  in  the  garden 
and  theie  give  a  full  account  to  the  furviver 
^  touching  thefe  matters,  who  fhould  be  fure 
.•to  be  prefent  there  at  the  fet  time,  and  fo  receive 
a  full  fatisfadion.  And  tiiis,  fays  the  captain, 
is  the  very  night,  and  I  am  come  on  purpofe 
to  fulfil  my  promife.  'I  he  dodor  diffwaded  him, 
minding  him  of  the  danger  of  following  thole 
ftrange  counfels,  for  which  we  could  have  no  war-  < 
rant,  and  that  the  devil  might  by  fome  cunning 
device  make  fuch  an  advantage  of  this  rafli  at¬ 
tempt,  as  might  work  his  utter  ruin.'  The 
captain  lepues,  that  he  had  folemnly  engaged, 
and  that  nothing  fhould  difcourage  him  :  and 
adds,  .  That  if  the  dodor  would  fit  up  a  while 
with  him,  he  would  thank  him,  if  not,  he  might 
compofe  himfelf  to  his  reft  ;  but  for  his  own  part 
he  was  refolved  to  watch,  that  he  might  be  fure 
to  be  prefent  at  the  hour  appointed.  To  that  pur¬ 
pofe  he  fets  his  watch  by  him,  and  as  foon  as 
he  perceived  by  it  that  it  was  half  an  hour  paft 
eleven,  he  rifes,  and  takes  a  candle  in  each 
hand,  goes  out  by  a  back  door,  of  which  he 
had  before  gotten  the  key,  and  walks  to  the 
Garaen-houfe,  where  he  continued  two  hours 
and  an  half,  and  at  his  return  declared  that  he 
had  neither  faw  nor  heard  any  thing  more  than 
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what  was  ufual.  But  I  know,  faid  he,  that  my 
major  would  furely  have  come,  had  he  been 
able. 

About  fix  weeks  after  the  captain  rides  to 
Eaton  to  place  his  fon  a  fcholar  there,  when 
the  doftor  went  thither  with  him.  They  lodged 
there  at  an  inn,  the  fign  was  the  Chriftopher, 
and  tarried  two  or  three  nights,  not  lying  to¬ 
gether  now  as  before  at  Dulverton,  but  in  two 
ieveral  chambers.  The  morning  before  they 
went  thence,  the  captain  ftayed  in  his  chamber 
longer  than  he  was  wont  to  do  before  he  called 
upon  the  docftor.  At  length  he  comes  into  the 
doctors  chamber,  but  in  a  vifage  and  form  much 
differing  from  himfelf,  with  his  hair  and  eyes 
flaring,  and  his  whole  body  fhaking  and  trem¬ 
bling.  Whereat  the  do&or  wondering,  prefently 
demanded,  W'hat  is  the  matter,  coufin  captain  ? 
The  captain  replies,  I  have  feen  my  major.  At 
which  the  doctor  feeming  to  fmile,  the  captain 
immediately  confirms  it,  faying.  If  ever  1  faw 
him  in  my  life  I  faw  him  juft  now.  And  then 
he  related  to  die  docftor  what  had  paffed,  thus: 
this  morning,  after  it  was  light,  fome  one 
comes  to  my  bed-fide,  and  fuddenly  drawing 
back  the  curtains,  calls  Cap.  Cap.  (which  was 
the  term  of  familiarity  that  the  major  ufed  to  call 
the  captain  by)  To  whom  I  replied.  What,  my 
major  ?  To  which  he  returns,  I  could  not  come 
at  the  time  appointed,  but  I  am  now  come  to 
tell  you,  That  there  is  a  God ,  and  a  very  juft 
and  terrible  one  ;  and  if  you  do  not  turn  over 
a  new  leaf  (the  very  expreflion  as  is  by  the 
docftor  puncftualiy  remem  bred)  you  will  find  it 
fo.  (The  captain  proceeded.)  On  the  table  by, 
there  lay  a  Sword  which  the  major  had  formerly 
given  me.  Now  after  the  apparition  had  walked 
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a  turn  or  two  about  the  chamber,  he  took  up  the 
fword,  drew  it  out,  and  finding  it  not  fo  clean 
and  bright  as  it  ought,  cap.  cap.  fays  he,  this 
fword  did  not  ufe  to  be  kept  after  this  manner  when 
it  was  mine.  After  which  words  he  fuddenly  dif- 
appeared. 

The  captain  was  not  only  thoroughly  per- 
fivaded  of  what  he  had  thus  feen  and  heard,  but 
was  from  that  time  obferved  to  be  very  much 
affedted  with  it.  And  the  humour  that  before 
in  him  was  brifk  and  jovial,  was  then  flrange- 
ly  altered.  Infomuch  as  very  little  meat  would 
pafs  down  with  him  at  dinner,  though  at  the 
taking  leave  of  their  friends  there  was  a  very 
handfome  treat  provided.  Yea,  it  was  obferved 
that  what  the  captain  had  thus  feen  and  heard 
had  a  more  lafting  influence  upon  him,  and  it 
is  judged  by  thofe  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  his  converfation,  that  the  remembrance 
of  this  paflage  ftuck  clofe  to  him,  and  that  thofe 
words  of  his  dead  friend  were  frequently  founding 
frefh  in  his  ears,  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  which  was  about  two  years. 


STORY.  XVIII. 

The  appearance  of  the  dutches  of  Mazarine, 
to  madam  De  Beauclair.  * 

THE  author  of  the  following  narrative  which 
was  publiih’d  about  two  years  ago,  fo- 
lemnly  declares  he  is  perfeftly  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  it  ;  as  well  as  leveral  other  perfons  of 
undoubted  credit  now  livine. 


’Tis  well  known  to  moft  people  acquainted 
with  the  Englifh  hiftory,  that  the  celebrated 
dutchefs  of  Mazarine  was  miftrefs  to  King  Charles 
the  fecond.  Mr.  Waller  particularly  takes  no¬ 
tice  of  her,  as  one  of  the  favourites  of  that 
monarch,  in  the  following  lines. 

cc  When  thro*  the  world  fair  Mazarine  had  ru n} 
cc  Bright  as  her  fellow  traveller  the  fun, 

Hither  at  laft  the  Roman  eagle  flies, 

«  As  the  laft  triumph  of  her  conquering  eyes.5* 

Madam  De  Beau clair,  was  a  lady  equally 
admired,  and  loved  by  his  brother  and  fucceftor 
James  the  fecond  <  between  thefe  two  ladies 
there  was  an  uncommon  friendfhip,  fuch  as  is 
rarely  found  in  perfons  bred  up  in  courts  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  of  the  fame  fex,  and  in  the  fame 
circumftances. 

But  my  author  pretty  juftly  obferves,  that 
the  parity  of  their  circumftances  might  con¬ 
tribute  a  good  deal  towards  it ;  they  having 
both  loft  their  Royal  Lovers,  the  one  by  death, 
the  other  by  abdication.  He  obferves,  they 
were  both  Womem  ot  excellent  tmderftandings, 
that  had  enjoy’d  all  that  the  world  could  give 
them,  and  were  (as  he  fays)  when  he  had  the 
honour  of  firft  being  acquainted  with  them, 
arrived  at  an  age,  that  they  might  be  fuppofed 
to  defpife  all  its  pomps  and  vanities.  .  I  fhall 
now  without  any  farther  introduction,  give  you 
the  whole  of  the  relation,  in  the  gentlemans 
own  words,  who  declares  himfelf  to  be  an  eye 

witnefs  of  the  truth  of  it. 

After  the  burning  of  Whitehall,  thefe  two' 
ladies  were  allotted  very  handfome  apartments 

in  the  ftable-yard,  St.  James’s,  but  the  Face  of 

public 
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publick  affairs  being  then  wholly  changed,  and 

a  new  fet  of  courtiers  as  well  as  rules  of  be¬ 
haviour  came  into  vogue,  they  converfed  almoft 
only  with  each  other. 

About  this  time  it  was  that  Reafon  firft  be¬ 
gan  to  oppofe  itfelf  to  Faith,  or  at  lead  to  be 

fet  up  againft  it  by  fome  who  had  an  ambiti¬ 

on  to  be  thought  more  penetrating  than  their 

neighbours  : - - — *  The  dodtrine  foon  fpread, 

and  was  too  much  talked  on  not  to  be  frequently 
a  fubjedt  of  converfation  for  thefe  two  ladies 
and  tho5  I  cannot  fay  that  either  of  them  were 
thoroughly  convinced  by  it,  yet  the  fpecious 
arguments  made  ule  of  by  perfons  of  high  repu¬ 
tation  for  their  learning  had  fuch  an  effedt  on 
both,  as  to  raife  great  doubts  in  them  concerning 
the  immateriality  of  the  foul,  and  the  certainty 
of  its  exiftence  alter  death.  In  one  of  the  ferious 
confultations  they  had  together  on  this  head, 
it  was  agreed  between  them,  that  on  which  ever 
of  them  the  lot  fhould  fall  to  be  firft  called  from 
this  world,  fhe  fhould  return,  if  there  was  z 
poflibility  of  doing  fo,  and  give  the  other  an 
account  in  what  manner  fhe  was  difpofed  of. 

• - This  promife  it  feems  was  often  repeated, 

and  the  dutchefs  happening  to  fall  fick,  and 
her  life  defpaired  of  by  all  about  her,  madam 
de  Beauclair  reminded  her  of  what  fhe  expedt- 
ed  from  her ;  to  which  her  grace  replyed,  fhe 
might  depend  upon  her  performance.  Thefe 
words  paffed  between  them  not  above  an  hour 
before  the  diffolution  of  that  great  lady,  and 
were  fpoke  before  feveral  perfons  who  were  in 
the  room,  but  at  that  time  they  were  far  from 
comprehending  the  meaning  of  what  they  heard. 
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Sortie  years  after  the  dutchefs’s  deceafe,  hap* 
pening,  in  avifit  I  made  to  madam  de  Beauclair* 
to  fall  on  the  topic  of  futurity  *  fhe  expreffed 
her  difbelief  of  it  with  a  great  deal  of  warmth  * 
which  a  little  furprizing  me*  as  being  of  a  quite 
contrary  way  of  thinking  myfelf,  and  had  always* 
by  the  religion  fhe  profeffed  fuppofed  her  highly 
fo;  I  took  the  liberty  of  offering  fome  arguments* 
which,  I  imagined  would  have  been  convincing 
to  prove  the  reafonablenefs  of  depending  on 
a  life  to  come  :  To  which  fhe  anfwered,  that 
not  all  that  the  whole  world  could  fay  Ihould  ever 
perfwade  her  to  that  opinion ;  and  then  related 
to  me  the  contrad:  made  between  her  and 
her  dear  departed  friend  the  dutchefs  of  ma¬ 
zarine. 

It  was  in  vain  I  urged  the  ftrong  probability 
there  wras  that  fouls  in  another  world  might 
not  be  permitted  to  perform  the  engagements 
they  had  entered  into  in  this,  efpecially*  when 
they  were  of  a  nature,  repugnant  to  the  divine 

Will,  • - which,  faid  I,  has  manifeftly  placed 

a  flaming  /word  between  human  knowledge  and 
the  profpedl  of  that  glorious  Eden ,  we  hope ,  by 

Faith ,  to  be  the  inheritors  of  hereafter :  - » 

Therefore ,  added  /,  her  grace  of  Mazarine  ?nay 
be  in  poffeflion  of  all  thoje  immenfe  felicities  which 
are  promifed  to  the  virtuous *  and  even  now  inter¬ 
ceding  that  the  dear  partner  of  her  heart  may  floare 
the  fame ,  yet  be  denyed  the  privilege  of  impart¬ 
ing  to  you  what  floe  is ,  or  that  fhe  etcifts  at 
all . 

Nothing  I  could  fay  made  the  lead  impref- 
fion  ;  and  I  found,  to  my  very  great  concern* 
that  fhe  was  become  as  much  an  advocate  for 
the  new'  clodtrine  of  non-exiftence  after  death* 

as 
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as  any  of  thofe  who  had  firft  propofed  it  | 
on  which,  from  that  time  forward,  I  avoided 
all  difcourfe  with  her  on  that  head. 

It  was  not  however  many  months  after  we 
had  this  converfation,  that  I  happened  to  be  at 
the  houfe  of  a  perfon  of  condition,  whom* 
fince  the  death  of  the  dutchefs  of  Mazarine, 
madam  de  Beauclair  had  the  greateft  intimacy 
with  of  any  of  her  acquaintance.  We  were  juft 
let  down  to  cards  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  when  a  fervant 
came  haftily  into  the  room,  and  acquainted 
the  lady  I  was  with,  that  madam  de  Beauclair 
had  fent  to  intreat  file  would  come  that  mo¬ 
ment  to  her ;  adding,  that  if  fhe  defired  ever 
to  fee  her  more  in  this  world,  fhe  muft  not  delay 
her  vifit. 

So  odd  a  mefiage  might  very  well  furprize  the 
perfon  to  whom  it  was  delivered  ;  and  not  know¬ 
ing  what  to  think  of  it,  fheafked,  Who  brought 
it  ?  And  being  told  it  was  madam  de  Beauclair’s 
groom  of  the  chambers,  ordered  he  fhould  come 
in,  and  demanded  of  him,  if  his  lady  were  well, 
or  if  he  knew  of  any  thing  extraordinary  that 
had  happened  to  her,  which  fhould  occafion 
this  hafty  fummons  ?  To  which  he  anlwered. 
That  he  was  intirely  incapable  of  telling  her 
the  meaning  ;  only  as  to  his  lady’s  health,  he 
never  law  nor  heard  her  complain  of  any  indif- 
pofition. 

cc  Well  then,  faid  the  lady,  (a  little  out  of 

humour)  I  defire  you’ll  make  my  excufe,  as 
*c  I  have  really  a  great  cold,  and  am  fearful  the 
**  night-air  may  increafe  it,  but  to-morrow  I 
**  will  not  fail  to  wait  on  her  very  early  in  the 
**  morning.” 


! 
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The  man  being  gone,  we  were  beginning 
to  form  feveral  conjectures  on  this  mefTage  of 
madam  de  Beauclair,  but  before  we  had  time 
to  agree  on  what  might  be  the  moil  feafible 
occafion,  he  returned  again,  and  with  him  Mrs. 
Ward,  her  woman,  both  feeming  very  much 
confufcd  and  out  of  breath. 

“  O,  madam,  cryed  fhe,  my  lady  expreffes 
<c  an  infinite  concern  that  you  refufe  this  requeft, 
which  fhe  fays  will  be  her  laft.  She  fays 
“  that  fhe  is  convinced  of  not  being  in  a  condition 
to  receive  your  vifit  tomorrow  •,  but  as  a  to- 
“  ken  of  her  friendship  bequeaths  you  this  little 
tc  cafket  containing  her  watch,  necklace,  and 
“  fome  other  jewels,  which  fhe  delires  you  will 
<c  wear  in  remembrance  of  her.” 

Thefe  words  were  accompanied  with  the  de¬ 
livery  of  the  legacy  fhe  mentioned,  and  that,  as 
well  as  Mrs.  Ward’s  words,  threw  us  both  into 
a  confternation  we  were  not  able  to  exprefs.  The 
lady  would  fain  have  entered  into  fome  difeourfe 
with  Mrs.  Ward  concerning  the  affair  ;  but 
fhe  evaded  it  by  faying,  fhe  had  left  only  an 
under-maid  with  madam  de  Beauclair,  and  muft 
return  immediately  ;  on  which  the  lady  cry’d,  all 
at  once,  “  I  wifi  go  with  you,  there  muft  be 
4C  fomething  very  uncommon  certainly  in  this.3’  I 
offered  to  attend  her,  being,  as  well  I  might,  defir- 
ous  of  getting  fome  light  into  what  at  prefent  ap¬ 
pear’d  fo  mylterious. 

In  fine,  we  went  that  inftant,  but  as  no 
mention  was  made  of  me,  nor  madam  de  Beau¬ 
clair  might  not  probably  be  informed  I  was 
with  the  lady  when  her  fervant  came  *,  good 
manners  and  decency  obliged  me  -to  wait  in  a 
lower  apartment,  unlefs  fhe  gave  leave  far  my 
ad  mittance. 
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She  was  however  no  fooner  informed  I  Was 

there  than  flie  defired  I  would  come  up.- - 1  did 

fo,  and  found  her  fetting  in  an  eafy  chair  near 
her  bed-fide,  and  in  my  eyes,  as  well  as  all  thole 
prefent,  feemed  in  as  perfed  health  as  ever  flic 
had  been. 

*f  On  our  enquiring  if  fhe  felt  any  inward  dis¬ 
order  within  herfelf,  which  fhould  give  room 
for  the  melancholy  apprehenfions  her  meflage 
teftifyed,  fhe  reply’d  in  the  negative  ;  yet,  faid 
flie,  with  a  little  figh,  you  will  foon,  very 
foon,  behold  me  pafs  from  this  world  into  that 
eternity  which  I  once  doubted,  but  am  now  af- 
fured  of. 

As  flie  fpoke  thefe  laft  words,  flie  looked  full 
in  my  face,  as  it  were  to  remind  me  of  the 
converfation  we  frequently  had  held  together  on 
that  fabjed. 

I  told  her,  I  was  heartily  glad  to  find  fo  great 
a  change  in  her  ladyfhip’s  fentiments  ;  but  that 
I  hoped  flie  had  no  reafon  to  imagine  the 
convidion  would  be  fatal  :  which  fhe  only  an- 
fwered  with  a  gloomy  imile  ;  and  a  clergy¬ 
man  of  her  own  perfwafion,  whom  flie  had  fent 
for,  that  moment  coming  in,  we  all  quitted  the 
room,  to  leave  him  at  liberty  to  exercife  his 
fiindion. 

It  exceeded  not  half  an  hour  before  we  were 
called  in  again,  and  flie  appeared,  after  having 
difburthened  her  confcience,  to  be  more  chear- 
iul  than  before  *  her  eyes,  which  were  as  pier¬ 
cing  as  poflible,  lparkled  with  an  uncommon 
vivacity  ;  and  flie  told  us,  fhe  fliould  die 
with  the  more  fatisfadion,  as  fhe  enjoyed,  in 
her  laft  moments,  the  prefence  of  two  perfons 
the  moft  agreeable  to  her  in  this  world,  and  in 
the  next  would  be  fare  of  enjoying  the  fociety 
of  one,  who,  in  life,  had  been  the  deareft  to 
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We  were  both  beginning  to  difwade  her  from 
giving  way  to  thoughts  which  there  feemed  not 
the  lead  probability  of  being  verify’d  *  when  fhe 
put  a  flop  to  what  we  were  about  to  urge,  by 

faying.  Talk  no  more  of  that - my  time  is 

fhort,  and  I  would  not  have  the  fmall  fpaee  al¬ 
lowed  me  to  be  with  you  wafted  in  vain  delufion. 
—  Know,  continued  fhe,  I  have  feen  my  dear 
dutchefs  of  Mazarine.  —  I  perceived  not  how  fhe 
entered,  but  turning  my  eyes  towards  yonder 
corner  of  the  room,  I  faw  her  ftand  in  the  fame 
form  and  habit  fhe  was  accuftomed  to  appear  in 
when  living  $  • —  fain  would  I  have  fpoke,  but 
had  not  the  power  of  utterance ;  —  fhe  took  a 
little  circuit  round  the  chamber,  feeming  rather 
to  fwim  than  walk  ;  —  then  flopped  by  the 
fide  of  that  Indian  cheft,  and  looking  on  me  with 
her  ufual  fweetnels,  Beauclair,  faid  fhe,  between 
the  hours  of  twelve  and  one  this  night  you  will 
be  with  me.  —  The  furpri^e  I  was  in  at  firft, 
being  a  little  abated,  I  began  to  afk  fome  quef- 
tions  concerning  that  future  world  I  was  fo  foon 
to  vifit ;  but  on  the  opening  of  my  lips,  for  that 
purpofe,  ftie  vanifhed  from  my  fight,  I  know  not 
how. 

1 

The  clock  was  now  very  near  ftriking  twelve  , 
and  as  fhe  difcovered  not  the  leaft  fymptoms  of  any 
ailment,  wc  again  aimed  to  remove  all  apprehenfi- 
ons  of  a  diffolution  ;  but  we  had  fcarce  begun  to 
fpeak,  when  on  a  fudden  her  countenance  changed, 
and  fhe  cry’d  out,  u  O !  I  am  fick  at  heart !  Mrs. 
Ward,  who  all  this  while  had  flood  leaning  on 
her  chair,  applyM  fome  drops,  but  to  no  effect  $ 
fhe  grew  flill  worfe  *  and  in  about  half  an  hour 
expired,  it  being  exactly  the  time  the  apparition 
had  foretold. 
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I  have  been  fo  particular  in  relating  all  the 
circumftances  of  this  affair,  as  well  to  prove  I 
could  not  be  deceived  in  it,  as  to  fhew  that  ma¬ 
dam  de  Beauclair  was  neither  vapourifh  nor  fu- 
perftitious,  as  many  believe  all  are  who  pretend 
to  fee  any  thing  fupernatural.  I  am,  indeed, 
very  ready  to  allow  that  the  force  of  imagination 
may  impofe  upon  the  fenfes,  and  that  it  fre- 
quenty  has  done  fo,  and  that  the  dories  told  us 
in  our  infancy  leave  ideas  behind  them,  which, 
in  our  riper  years,  are  apt  to  make  us  fanciful ; 
but  in  the  cafe  I  have  mentioned  there  could  be 
nothing  of  all  this  $  the  lady  you  may  perceive 
was  fo  far  from  any  ap prehen fions  or  prepoffeifions 
of  that  nature,  that,  on  the  contrary,  fhe  looked 
upon  them  as  ridiculous  and  abfurd,  and  could 
have  been  convinced  by  nothing  but  the  tefti- 
mony  of  her  own  eyes  and  ears. 

It  mult  be  confeffed,  fuch  extraordinary  means 
of  warning  vis  of  our  fate  but  rarely  happen, 
nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  departed  fpirits  have  the 
power  of  vifiting  us  at  pleafure  $  for  which  rea- 
fon  I  look  upon  all  fuch  agreements,  as  were 
made  between  thefe  ladies,  as  highly  prefump- 
tuous,  and  when  permitted  to  be  fulfilled,  we 
are.  not  to  imagine  it  done  to  gratify  the  vain 
curiofity  of  thofe  who  doubt  a  future  date,  but  to 

firengthen  the  faith  of  thofe  who  believe  in 
it. 

I  think,  therefore,  whoever  is  well  aflured 
of  the  truth  of  fuch  an  incident,  ought  to  com¬ 
municate  it  to  the  public,,  efpecially  in  thefe 
times,  when  all  the  belief  of  another  world,  on 
which  of  confequence  our  good  behaviour  in  this 
depends,  ftands  in  need  of  every  help  for  main¬ 
taining  any  ground  among  us. 
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CONCLUSION. 

NOtwithftanding  the  certainty  of  a  world  of 
fpirits,  and  the  various  appearances  that  have 
upon  many  occafions  difcovered  themfelves  to 
the  human  eye,  there  is  a  fort  of  vifionaries  and 
quick-fighted  people  in  the  world,  that  can  create 
apparitions  whenever  they  pleafe  ^  and  though 
they  may  fee  in  vifible  fpirits  in  their  dreams,  they 
feldom  think  fit  to  be  afleep  at  that  time  ;  for, 
if  they  fhould,  the  Tpirit  might  lofe  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  being  fuch,  as  well  as  they  themfelves 
the  credit  of  ftealing  a  view  of  it ;  and  therefore 
whenever  they  dream  of  apparitions  in  their 
fleep,  they  muft  be  fure  to  believe  themfelves 
broad  awake  ;  and  then  there  will  be  the  fame 
Complaifance  due  to  them,  as  to  a  certain  lady 
greatly  troubled  with  the  fpleen,  who  was  fa¬ 
voured  with  thefc  appearances  whenever  fhe  was 
pleafed  to  indulge  the  humour. 

She  told  a  friend  of  mine,  that  fhe  had  lately 
feen  a  horrid  fpedtre  (land  bold  upright  againit 
the  wainfcot  in  her  room  one  night  as  fhe  lay  in 
bed,  though  there  happened  not  to  be  the  leafh 
glimpfe  of  light  in  the  room:  fhe  gave  a  terrible 
defcription  of  its  hollow  eyes,  wan  and  meagre 
countenance,  and  the  threatening  afpedt  it  wore  : 
nay,  fhe  added,  that  it  looked  very  earneftly  at 
her,  and  beckoned  to  her  with  its  fkeleton  fin¬ 
ger,  &c.  My  friend  afked  her,  If  fhe  was  cer¬ 
tain  fhe  was  really  awake  ?  Certain,  replies  fhe ! 
What  an  idle  queltion  you  afk  me  !  My  eyes 
were  wide  open  :  then,  reply’d  he,  I  am  fur- 
prized  you  had  courage  enough  to  look  at  it  \ 
Oh,  fays  fhe,  I  never  looked  at  it,  for  I  buried 
mvfelf  over  head  and  ears  in  the  bed-cloaths  ; 
but  I  am  very  fure  it  was  in  the  room.  My 
friend  could  not  be  fo  rude  to  a  fine  lady,  as 


not  to  take  her  word,  that  fhe  had  certainly 
feen  what  fhe  never  once  looked  at* 

So  natural  is  fuperdition  to  the  human  mind, 
that  it  often  raifes  iub  dances  from  non-entities  •, 
creates  a  thoufand  wild  phantoms  out  of  nothing, 
as  frightful  as  they  are  irrational ;  and,  whenever 
the  imagination  takes  a  tour  out  of  the  natural 
into  the  invifible  world,  it  leldom  returns  without 
the  amazing  idea  of  ghods,  goblins,  daemons, 
Or  fairies.  It  has  been  a  laudable  maxim  among 
many  honed  and  well-meaning  people  in  the 
world,  that  reafon  has  no  manner  of  right  to  in- 
termeddle  in  fpiritual  affairs  !  and  if  fo,  why  may 
we  not  fuppole  ourfelves  generoufly  left  to  be 
deluded  by  our  own  unerring  imaginations  ;  and, 
if  we  pleafe,  be  mad  by  the  authority  of  religion. 
How  far  it  may  be  confident  with  the  intered  of 
fome  of  the  efpoufers  of  particular  fydems,  to 
encourage  thefe  difpofitions  in  their  followers, 
I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine. 

Superdition  and  credulity  may,  and  I  believe 
do  appear  to  many,  innocent  and  indifferent 
things  •  but  to  the  more  thinking  part  of  man¬ 
kind,  they  are  thofe  powerful  and  formidable 
fetters  that  have  long  held  the  world  in  ignorance, 
and  been  the  mod  important  tools  in  the  hands 
of  designing  men  ;  for  if  a  man  can  once  be 
brought  to  believe  what  you  defire  he  fhould 
believe,  by  the  lame  authority  he  may  be  brought 
to  acd  whatever  is  confident  with  fuch  a  faith,  be 
it  ever  fo  idle  and  ridiculous  ;  if  you  tell  him  a 
fpirit  was  feen  playing  at  foot-ball  with  all  the 
pewter  difhes  and  chairs  in  the  houfe,  that  it  car¬ 
ried  away  the  church  deeple,  and  rung  a  peel 
upon  all  the  bells  at  midnight ;  it  will  be  no  diffi¬ 
cult  matter  to  gain  his  affent,  even  if  it  were  to 
fomething  more  ridiculous  than  all  this.  It  is  an 
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pbfcrvation  but  too  juft,  that  the  mod  ftanch 
believers  of  this  fort,  are  often  the  greateft  in¬ 
fidels  in  articles  of  a  more  high  and  ufeful  na¬ 
ture. 

But  to  be  l.efs  grave  upon  the  fubjecft,  I  am  to 
obferve,  that  in  many  of  the  chimney  corners  in 
the  country,  there  are  different  forts  of  ghofts 
that  are  often  the  fubject  of  converfation  j  as 
the  vulgar  ghofts,  and  ghofts  of  fuperior  rank 
and  quality  •,  the  latter  is  generally  one  of  the 
mo  ft  confiderable  men  in  the  parifh,  who  rattles 
round  his  manfion-houfe  every  night  in  a  coach 
and  fix,  is  known  by  his  fervants  to  be  the  very 
man  himfelf  that  fome  tune  ago  filled  the  great 
elbow  chair  in  the  parlour  of  that  ancient  feat ; 
wears  the  fame  grey  fuit  of  cloaths  turned  up 
with  black  velvet,  that  he  appeared  in  when  a- 
jive,  has  the  fame  rofy-coloured  cheeks  and  dim¬ 
ple  in  his  chin,  that  was  heretofore  vifible  to  all 
Lis  family,  and  remains  fo  ftili  to  every  man, 
Woman  and  child,  whofe  vifionary  nerves  are 
fufficiently  ftrong,  clearly  to  difcern  any  thing  in 
Li  the  dark.  ’ 

He  ftili  retains  the  fame  humours  and  fancies 
as  when  alive,  is  as  fond  of  noife  and  ftale  beer, 
as  when  he  followed  a  pack  of  one  kind  of  hounds 
all  day,  and  fpent  the  following  night  with  ano¬ 
ther.  The  noife  of  hallooing  and  hooping  is  by 
the  fervants  heard  in  the  parlour,  and,  perhaps, 
by  morning,  a  barrel  of  October  beer  found 
empty  in  the  cellar,  which  tho*  it  may  not  be 
file  firft  by  five  hundred  that  he  has  ferved  in 
the  fame  manner,  it  now  becomes  very  trouble-! 
fome  to  his  pofterity. 

Sometimes  he  appears  endued  with  a  fort  of 
prophetic  fpirit,  and  makes  figns  to  the  young 
kjuire  his  fon  to  reverence  the  church,  and  duly 
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pay  tithes  to  the  parfon  of  the  parifh,  without 
giving  him  the  trouble  and  anxiety  of  recovering 
them  by  a  tedious  fuit  of  law,  but  always  to  make 
him  his  friend,  invite  him  to  dinner  of  a  Sun¬ 
day,  and  keep  up  the  dignity  of  the  family,  by 
cracking  two  or  three  bottles  with  him  after  evenV 
inp  fervice. 

There’s  another  remarkable  circumftance  in 
-  thefe  gholls  of  quality  that  muft  not  be  omitted, 
which  is,  the  foudnefs  they  retain  lor  the  belt 
lodging-room  in  the  houfe  after  they  have  been 
Jong  dead  and  rotten  in  their  graves  ;  infomuch 
that  it  any  one  prelumes  to  lie  in  their  beds,  they 
are  lure  ro  be  kicked  and  cuffed  ;  nay,  perhaps 
tolled  in  a  blanket  :  fo  unlociable  and  ill-natured 
.do  people  grow  when  they  are  locked  up  in  wain- 
fcot. 

•  k 

Having  done  due  honour  to  thofe  ghofts  of 
fafnion,  I  am  now  to  point  out  the  dfential  dif¬ 
ference  between  them  and  fpirits  of  lower  fortune, 
called  Vulgar  apparitions  ;  but  this  I  Hall  do  in 
a  very  few  words,  as  I  apprehend  my  fagacious 
reader  is  already  anticipating  adefcription  lo  com¬ 
monly  known  to  all  the  dairy-maids  in  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  who  iniiead  ot  feeing  the  poor  illiterateghoft 
appear  in  its  own  bodily  likeneis,  they  very  often 
obferve  it  galloping  over  the  meadows  in  the 
form  of  a  white  horfe,  without  any  legs,  and 
grazing  in  their  paflures  without  a  head  :  at  other 
times  it  wears  the  carcafs  of  an  old  black  dog, 
and  flares  them  in  the  lace  with  great  lauccr  eyes, 
but  is  never  fo  uncivil  as  to  bite  them  ;  fome  of 
the  more  difeerning  females  of  the  family,  will 
fometimes  trace  their  footileps  in  the  afhes,  and 
,it  is  very  common  for  them  to  receive  three  very  j 

folemn  raps  from  the  gholt  at  their  chamber-doors 
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and  if  they  happen  to  anfvver  it,  *tis  as  fare  to 
make  them  no  reply,  and  it  they  do  not  anfwer  it, 
*tis  as  fare  to  be  blent. 

A  very  pious,  but  credulous  bifhop  of  our 
church,  was  relating  a  ftrange  ftory  of  a  daemon 
that  haunted  a  girl  in  Lothbury  to  a  company  of 
gentlemen  in  the  city,  when  one  of  them  told  his 
lordfhip  the  following  one. 

As  1  was  one  night  reading  abed  (as  my  cuflom 
is,  and  all  my  family  were  at  reft)  I  heard  a  foot 
deliberately  afeend  the  flairs,  and  as  it  came  nearer 
I  heard  fomething  breathe  :  while  I  was  mufing 
what  it  fhould  be,  three  hollow  knocks  at  the 
door  made  me  afk,  who  was  there  ?  and  inflantly 
the  dour  flew  open.  “  Ay,  fir,  and  pray  what 
did  you  fee  ?  ”  My  lord  HI  tell  you  ;  a  tall  thin 
figure  flood  before  me,  with  withered  hair,  and 
an  earthly  afped ;  he  was  covered  with  a  long 
footy  garment  that  defeended  to  his  ancles,  and 
his  wafte  was  clafped  clofe  within  a  broad  lea¬ 
thern  girdle:  in  one  hand  he  held  a  black  flaff 
taller  than  himfeWthnd  in  the  other  a  round  body 
of  pale  light,  which  fhone  feebly  every  way. 

That’s  remarkable;  but  pray  fir  go  on. ”  It 
beckoned  to  me  and  I  followed  it  down  flairs, 
and  there  it  pointed  to  the  door,  and  then  left 
me  and  made  a  hideous  noife  in  the  flreet.  “  This 
is  really  odd  and  furprizing :  but  pray  now,  did 
it  give  you  no  notice,  what  it  might  particularly 
feek  or  aim  at  ?  ”  Yes,  my  lord,  it  was  the 
watchman,  who  came  to  fhevv  me  that  my  fer- 
vants  had  left  the  doors  open. 
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